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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Redmons  returning  after  lifetime  of  service 


when  the  mission  was  defend¬ 
ing  a  suit  against  a  church  in 
Limon.  The  plaintiff  sought  to 
seize  the  church's  property. 

"Our  lawyer  was  very,  very 
concerned.  He's  not  a 
Christian. 

"1  told  him,  'Relax,  we're 
here  to  defend  the  church.  The 
church  belongs  to  the  Lord  and 
the  Lord  is  gong  to  solve  this ,'" 
Don  said. 

"You  have  more  faith  than  I 
do,  "  the  lawyer  replied. 

The  next  day,  when  the  mis¬ 
sion  won  the  suit,  Don  told  the 
lawyer,  "I  told  you  we  were 
going  to  win." 

"It  was  a  real  joy  to  witness 
to  him  and  see  his  reaction," 
Don  said. 

"Many  doors  have  been 
opened  that  I  would  not  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  get  to 
know  people  and  witness  to 
them,"  he  added. 

Steve  Sloas,  a  new  mission¬ 
ary,  who  is  both  a  lawyer  and  a 
certified  public  accountant,  is 
now  working  with  Don  to 
become  the  new  treasurer. 

Still,  as  he  turns  the  treasur¬ 
er's  work  over  to  the  younger 
man,  Don  has  a  sense  of  satis- 
be  strong  leaders  in  our  church-  faction  in  knowing  it  will  be  in 
es.  One  of  our  greatest  needs  is  good  hands, 
leadership  in  the  churches,"  he  "It  makes  me  feel  good.  I 
pointed  out.  tried  to  do  a  good  job  in  office. 

Being  treasurer  of  the  mis-  "I've  always  been  conscious 
sion  has  had  its  benefits,  Don  that  the  money  that  comes  from 
said.  the  International  Mission  Board 

"Being  the  treasurer  has  is  not  my  money,  its  the  Lord's 
opened  doors  that  otherwise  I  money." 

wouldn't  have  had  opened  to  The  Redmons  leave  Costa 
me.  It's  opened  doors  into  Rica  Aug.  1.  They  will  miss 
lawyer's  offices  and  government  their  adopted  land, 
offices  and  court  rooms.  I've  had  They  will  live  in  a  house  fur- 
an  opportunity  to  meet  people  nishea  by  First  Church  of 
and  witness  many  times.'  Panama  City,  Fla.  while  they  fix 

Don  cited  as  an  example  up  Don's  old  home  place. 


By  Wally  Poor 

IMB  Americas  Correspondent 


Published  Since  1877 


HEADING  HOME  —  Missionaries  Don  and  )o  Redmon,  who 
have  served  as  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  Costa  Rica  for  34 
years,  will  return  home  in  August  for  furlough  prior  to  retirement. 
Don  pastored  in  Mississippi,  and  Jo  is  a  native  Mississippian.  The 
Redmons  have  planted  churches  and  Don  has  served  for  many  years 
as  business  manager/treasurer  of  the  Costa  Rica  Baptist  Mission. 
(IMB  photo  by  Betty  Poor) 


What's  in  the 
Record 


TV  ratings 


Garaywa  siting  records 


Wood  lawn  Church,  Vicksburg  has  already  completed  two  of  three 
planned  summer  missions  projects  —  sponsoring  a  "Starlight  Crusade"  in 
the  city  park  during  June,  Back  Yard  Bible  Clubs  in  July,  and  a  mission 
Vacation  Bible  School  in  August.  Paul  Brooks  is  pastor. 


"Two  years  after  the  war's  end  there  are  still  millions  of  people  in  all 
European  nations  who  are  far  worse  off  than  at  any  time  since  tne  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  war,"  writes  Mississippian  J.  D.  Franks  from  Europe,  where  he 
is  representing  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
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The  tragedy  of  unheeded  warnings 


Wt  can't  say  we  weren't  warned.  Such  conduct  is  not  the  exception. 
Devalue  any  human  life,  the  ethi-  Fully  25%  of  the  Dutch  doctors  surveyed 
cists  said,  and  start  down  the  slip-  for  the  JAMA  article  admitted  they  nad 
pery  slope  that  leads  to  devaluing  all  terminated  the  lives  of  patients  without 
numan  lire.  an  explicit  request  from  the  patient. 

First  came  legalized  abortion  in  the  U.S.,  Nearly  60%  of  the  doctors  don't  even 
billed  as  a  humane  way  to  end  the  plague  bother  to  document  their  involvement  in 
of  "unwanted"  babies.  Now  comes  the  euthanasia  and  assisted  suicide,  JAMA 
widespread  argument  that  legalizing  the  reported. 

humane  destruction  of  terminauy-ill  Although  originally  intended  as  the 
patients  —  assisted  suicide"  —  is  the  only  humane  response  to  the  exceptional  case, 
civilized  thing  to  do.  euthanasia  has  become  an  accepted. 

However,  an  authoritative  report  just  almost-preferred  way  of  dealing  with  diffi- 
released  by  the  American  Medical  cult  situations  in  the  Netherlands. 

■  Association  details  how  20  years  of  So  horrified  were  the  authors  of  the 
sterile-sounding  assisted  suicide  in  JAMA  report  —  an  American  medical 
the  Netherlands  has  plunged  that  school  professor,  an  international  law 
gentle,  picturesque  country  into  a  expert,  and  a  Dutch  physician  —  that  they 

The  Netherlands 


Editor's 

Notebook 


"Everyone 
shall 
stand 
in  awe 
and 

confess  the 
greatness 
of  the 
miracles 
of  God; 
at  last 
they  will 
realize 
what  Ti 
&  amazing  ?/ 

r  things  M 
He  does.”} 


ull-blown  culture  of  death.  concluded  by  calling  on  the  U.S.  to  "avoid 

has  moved  making  the  Dutch  mistake." 
from  considering  assisted  suicide  to  As  America  stands  on  the  precipice  of 
giving  legal  sanction  to  both  physi-  making  the  Dutch  mistake,  Christians 
cian-assisted  suicide  and  euthana-  must  pray  and  make  their  voice  heard 
sia,  from  euthanasia  for  terminally  loudly  and  distinctly  on  the  value  of 
ill  patients  to  euthanasia  for  those  human  life. 

who  are  chronically  ill,  from  The  phrase.  Sanctity  of  Human  Life,  have  taken  an  awesome  power  that 
euthanasia  for  physical  illness  to  has  for  many  years  been  closely  attached  belongs  only  to  God. 

euthanasia  for  psychological  dis-  to  the  pro-life  movement  in  this  country.  We  must  be  an  arrogant  race  to  believe 

ress,  and  from  voluntary  euthanasia  but  its  true  meaning  is  much  deeper  and  we  can  get  away  with  that, 
o  nonvoluntary  and  involuntary  wider.  Once  on  our  way  down  the  slippery 

uthanasia."  God  is  the  author  of  all  life.  As  he  has  slope,  there  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the 

Involuntary  euthanasia.  expressed  many  times  in  his  Word,  indi-  depravity.  The  next  great  culture  of  death 

The  report,  which  appeared  in  the  viaual  humans  are  precious  to  him.  proposaf  on  the  horizon  is  "pedothasia"  — 

issue  of  the  prestigious  Journal  of  It's  a  fact  that  the  Creator  of  this  incred-  the  rounding  up  and  euthanizing  of 
erican  Medical  Association  (JAMA)  ible  universe,  the  complexity  of  which  con-  unwanted  or  abandoned  children  deemed 
described  herein  based  on  a  Baptist  tinues  to  unfold  before  our  amazed  eyes,  by  society  to  have  no  future, 

rticle,  recounted  the  sad  end  of  one  takes  time  from  his  busy  schedule  to  You  may  think  it  can't  happen  here,  but 

woman  ravaged  by  breast  cancer,  become  personally  involved  in  every  step  we've  already  started  down  the  slope.  We 
;  her  clear  ana  stated  wish  not  to  be  of  our  lives,  from  before  our  conception  to  have  been  warned.  Will  we  heed  the  wam- 
ized,  her  physician  ended  her  life  our  final  seconds  and  beyond.  ings?  What's  to  stop  us  from  going  all  the 

t  permission.  He  sent  his  precious,  only-begotten  Son  way? 

?  "It  could  have  been  another  week  to  save  each  one  of  us.  He  must  tnink  we're  Only  the  earnest  prayers  and  bravery  of 
she  dies.  L.u.'st_needed  the  bed,"  worth  the  effort.  r„„  chosen  people.  Start  praying,  and 

juou.w.'^'j  «jff  .tier an  as  explaining.  Therefore  when  we  take  for  ou^^Res  Jt-j*  involved. 
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However,  I'm  thankful  for  JjSfl 
more  than  her  good  health.  I  am  | 
thankful  for  the  years  she  got  us 
up  every  Sunday  morning,  dressed  us,  fed 
us  a  good  hot  breakfast,  and  went  to 
church  with  us. 

Come  to  think  of  it.  I'll  bet  a  lot  of  peo- 

Ele  in  Mississippi  are  thankful  for  the  same 
ind  of  nurturing  in  their  homes.  Someone 
walked  before  us,  setting  an  example. 

I  am  grateful  to  God  for  all  the  women 
in  Mississippi  who  are  faithful  servants  of 
the  Lord.  Sometimes  we  take  for  granted 
all  their  hard  work! 

Kuma  Hedgepath  from  Jackson  is  one  I 
admire.  She  never  fails  to  show  up  with 
tasty  refreshments  for  all  the  international 
families  who  come  to  First  Church, 
Jackson,  on  Thursday  mornings  to  learn 
English  as  a  second  language. 

She  is  a  busy  lady,  serving  as  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  leader  this 
year,  coordinating  all  the  activities  for 
women  in  a  million  ways 

1  could  spend  the  rest  of  this  column 
talking  about  her  accomplishments,  but  I 
pause  to  think  of  three  more  women. 

Barbara  Wolfe  is  a  soul  winner.  I  went 
on  a  trip  once  with  her,  and  she  used  her 
witnessing  training  to  lead  a  man  next  to 
her  to  know  Jesus  as  his  Saviour  —  right 
there  on  the  plane. 
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A  time  to  celebrate 
Godly  women 

By  Edna  M.  Ellison,  member 

First  Church,  Jackson 

Growing  Churches  for  Tomorrow'  set  for  Gulfshore 


equipping  team  of  the  Salter,  consultant  for  the  MBCB  bring  their  preschoolers,  chil-  lum  for  the  July  24-26  weekend, 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Sunday  School  Department.  dren,  and  youth.  There  will  be  For  reservation  information, 
(MBCB)  is  offering  two  Each  weekend  begins  with  special  activities  and  Bible  contact  Frank  Simmons, 

ring  Churches  for  Tomor-  registration  at  4  p.m.  on  studies  for  them  during  the  Manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist 
weekends  at  Gulfshore  Thursday  and  concludes  with  conference  times.  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass 

iblyonjuly  24-26  and  July  lunch  on  Sunday.  The  July  24-26  weekend  Christian,  MS  39571-3299;  or 

g.  2,  according  to  Larry  Parents  are  encouraged  to  focuses  on  Bible  study  while  telephone  (601)  452-7261. 

t^ie  July  31 -Aug  2  weekend  For  specific  information  on 

focuses  on  discipleship  and  either  conference,  contact  the 

f8pp§p  vf  J  family  ministry.  MBCB  Sunday  School  or 


Worlds 
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Second 
Front  Page 
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girls  can  choose  to  give  to  the  mission  Daniels  of  Quitman.  "Maybe  they  (the  chil- 
offering  or  spend  their  money  at  the  camp  dren)  will  come  to  know  Christ/' 
trading  post.  "I'm  going  to  tell  Mrs.  Bums  that  we  are 

l  of  Edwina  Cossitt  anticipates  a  record  mission  making  booklets  to  send  to  Karen  in 
director  of  offering  of  over  $5,000  by  the  end  of  the  Brazil,  said  Marcy  Hutto,  also  of 
Missionary  eighth  week  of  camp.  Quitman. 

y  as  Camp  A  third  mission  project  is  part  of  the  "I  hope  it  makes  them  (the* children) 

daily  work  of  the  campers,  according  to  happy  when  they  look  at  the  books,"  Emily 
1"  to  have  a  West,  who  is  in  her  second  year  as  director,  added. 

ere  children  Each  girl  is  making  cloth  booklets  with  "If  they  don't  believe  in  God,  thev  can 
of  the  out  pictures  and  messages  drawn  by  the  accept  him  and  go  right  to  heaven/'  said 
created  the  campers.  The  booklets  will  be  delivered  to  Sarah  Hankins  of  Clinton, 
he  calls  all  Karen  Gray,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  "That's  why  we  are  doing  the  books," 
Brazil  involved  in  a  ministry  to  children  Barbara  Laughin  of  Shabuta  added,  "to 
iywa  is  still  with  AIDS,  West  said.  help  them  leam  more  about  Jesus  and 

and  toward  Missionaries-in-residence  Laura  and  Goa." 

is.  Phil  Dunaway  gave  the  campers  Fifty  years  ago  at  the  dedication  of 

ittend  camp  Portuguese  words  to  use  on  the  booklets.  Camp  Garaywa  a  responsive  reading  was 
it  least  three  The  campers  drew  pictures  and  copied  read,  entitled  "Marking  the  Hours  for  the 
Jan  Cossitt,  the  words  onto  square  pieces  of  material.  Master,"  by  Mrs.  Charles  Dean  of  Jackson. 

which  are  gathered  into  booklets  using  The  final  part  of  the  response  states: 
during  the  metal  rings.  May  it  be  a  memorial  to  the  children  forever- 

ated  toward  Laura  Gray  is  a  native  of  Quitman  and  Turning  their  hearts  to  God 

comes  from  Pine  Grove  Church.  Her  moth-  Their  eyes  to  the  need 
1  go  to  help  er.  Hazel  Bums,  is  a  member  there.  Their  hands  to  the  gift 

i  tlood-rav-  Several  of  the  girls  in  camp  during  the  And  themselves  to  the  going! 

le  other  half  week  of  July  7-11  were  from  Pine  Grove  Fifty  years  later,  the  children  are  still 
rrective  eye  Church  ana  were  able  to  participate  in  the  coming  to  Camp  Garaywa,  and  their  hearts 
Venezuelan  mission  project.  are  being  turned  towards  God,  "their  eyes 

"We  are  sending  these  to  a  missionary  to  the  need,  their  hands  to  the  gift,  and 
as  was  bom  who  comes  from  our  church,"  said  Emily  themselves  to  the  going." 


Among  Garaywa  campers  working  on  cloth  booklets  for  use  by 


FOR  THE  CHILDREN— i  w 
Brazilian  children  stricken  with  AIDS  are  (from  left)  Marcy  Hutto  and  Emily  Daniels,  both 
members  of  Pine  Grove  Church,  Quitman;  and  Ashley  Edmondson,  member  of  First  Church, 
Vardaman.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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Brazilian  youth  'free'  after  Gulfshore  baptism 


By  Chad  Polk 

Gulfshore  Assembly  Intern 


It  was  a  special  day  in  the  ty  all  stood  out  on  the  beach  to  »  f* 

life  of  an  exchange  student  and  support  Marcelo. 

many  other  witnessing  youth  was  a  wonderful  sight  to  "  ' 

as  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  see  so  many  singing  'Amazing 
Christian  experienced  its  first  Grace'  just”  minutes  before  he 
baptismal  service  in  the  waters  stepped  into  the  water." 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Bettarello  recognized  his  ~ 

Marcelo  Bettarello,  a  17-year-  youth  director,  Scott  Carter,  for  J||jp 
old  from  Franca,  Brazil,  attend-  the  role  he  has  played  in  shar-  "tS 
ed  the  first  of  six  Youth  Weeks  ing  Christ. 

at  Gulfshore,  with  no  idea  his  "Scott  dealt  with  sports  . 

life  was  about  to  change.  because  he  knew  it  caught  my  ^9 

"I  thought  1  wouldn't  like  interest,"  said  Bettarello. 
it,"  said  Bettarello.  "I  was  "He  showed  me  that  sports 
afraid  to  accept  it  at  first...  I  can  be  fun  and  that  youTl  be 
don't  know  why  "  better  off  if  you  believe  in  God  BORN  t 

After  a  week  of  learning  how  and  have  faith  in  what  he  can  baptized  t 
to  live  life  "to  the  extreme,"  the  do,"  he  said.  salty  water 

theme  for  the  sessions,  According  to  his  host  family  Asssembly 
Bettarello  sat  down  and  went  in  Nettleton,  Bettarello  is  an 
through  the  plan  of  salvation  outstanding  athlete.  In  fact,  he 
with  nis  family  group  leader,  is  probablv  a  phenomenon. 

Emily  Pate  of  Montpelier.  "Marcelo  picked  up  a  foot- 

"Throughout  the  week  I  ball  for  the  first  time  last 
became  burdened  for  Marcelo  August  when  he  moved  in,  and 
and  saw  how  he  was  seeking  to  began  starting  for  the  varsity 
know  more  about  God,"  said  football  team  two  weeks  later 
Pate.  "By  the  end  of  the  week,  I  as  a  kicker,"  said  Glenda  Jones, 
could  tell  God  was  convicting  his  host  mother, 
his  heart."  "He  not  onlv  played  football 

The  same  day  Bettarello  made  at  Nettleton  High,  i?ut  he  was 
his  commitment  to  Christ,  he  involved  in  the  basketball, 
was  baptized  by  Tommy  track,  and  tennis  teams,"  she 
Whaley,  pastor  of  his  home  said. 

church,  Bigbee  Church  in  Amory.  Bettarello's  plans  are  to  go 


Colorado 

partnership 

needs 


Bicentennial  ngfflg 

Church,  Fruita, 
seeking  a  church 
or  association  jfig| 

with  which  to 
partner.  Goals  are  «i 

to  revitalize  an  older  congrega¬ 
tion,  increase  evangelism  activ¬ 
ities,  and  build  other  ministries. 


back  to  Brazil  this  month  in  special  day,  they  can  look  for- 
order  to  graduate  from  high  ward  to  seeing  him  again, 
school  in  December.  "This  is  a  memorable  day  for 

His  long  term  goal  is  to  us  because  we  know  Marcelo 
become  a  lawver.  will  be  with  us  later  in 

"I'll  be  back  in  the  States  this  Heaven,"  said  Glenda  and  her 
January  to  attend  college,"  said  husband  Jerry. 

Bettarello.  "I  am  looking  at  As  for  Bettarello,  a  new  life 
Mississippi  State  or  Belhaven  has  jdst  begun. 

College.  I  really  want  to  play  "After  being  raised  from  the 
soccer  or  football  somewhere/  water,  I  had  a  feeling  that  I've 
Although  it's  hard  to  say  never  felt  before,"  he  said.  "It's 
good-bye  to  Bettarello,  his  host  the  feeling  of  knowing  that  I 
family  realizes  that  after  this  am  now  free." 


Lighthouse  Christian 

Fellowship,  Greeley,  is  seeking 
a  partner  to  help  secure  a 
building. 


For  more  information  on  the 
above  items,  contact  Bill  Hardy, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Partnership 
Missions  Coordinator,  P.O.  Box 
530,  (ackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  lackson  (800) 
748-1651. 


Yearbook  places  Southern  Baptists  in  2nd  slot 


NEW  YORK  (ABP)  — 
Denominations  in  the  United 
States  generally  experienced 
either  modest  growth  or 
decline  last  year,  according  to 
the  1997  Yearbook  of  American 
and  Canadian  Churches. 

"Denominations  like  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention' 
which  have  experienced 
growth  over  the  last  decade 
continued  to  grow.  However, 
they  grew  at  a  more  modest 
rate  than  in  many  past  years," 
wrote  editors  of  the  annual 
compilation  of  statistical  data 
bv  tne  National  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

"Denominations  like  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who 


Overall,  U.S.  church  member¬ 
ship  increased  by  about  a  quar¬ 
ter-million  members.  Most  of 
that  growth  was  accounted  for 
bv  three  groups:  Mormons, 

Catholics,  and  Southern  Baptists. 

..  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  grew  more 
than  any  other  religious  group 
last  year,  registering  a  member¬ 
ship  increase  of  98,400,  or  2.39%. 

Mormons  comprise  the  sev- 
enth-largest  faith  group  in  the 
U.S.,  witn  4.7  million  members. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
showed  the  second-highest 
numerical  increase,  with  mem¬ 
bership  up  by  89,849  (.15%). 

The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  was  third,  growing  bv 
49,236  members,  a  percentage 
change  of  .32%. 

Other  groups  reporting  signif¬ 
icant  growth  are  me  Church  of 
God  (Cleveland,  Term.),  up  Convention  has  —  like  the’ first 
4.25%;  Assemblies  of  God,  1.7%;  —  landed  an  upper-level  job 

Jehovah's  Witnesses,  2.14%;  with  the  new  North  American 
Sev  enth-day  Adventist  Church,  Mission  Board  (NAMB). 

2%;  American  Baptist  Churches  Bob  Reccord,  the  Virginia 
in  the  U.S.A.,  0.63%;  International  pastor  who  initially  was  ITF 
Pentecostal  Holiness  Church,  chairman,  was  elected  NAMB 
4.68%;  and  the  "Presbyterian  president  June  19. 

Church  in  America,  3%.  He  had  stepped  down  as  ITF 

More  than  half  of  America's  chairman  in  March  after  his 
church  membership  is  in  the  nomination  for  the  top  paid 
three  largest  denominations:  staff  position  was  announced. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Now  Reccord's  successor  as 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  ITF  chairman,  John  Yarbrough, 
tion,  and  the  United  Methodist  also  has  been  hired  as  an 
Church.  upper-level  administrator  at 

The  30  largest  faith  groups  NAMB.  Yarbrough  has  re¬ 
comprise  95%  of  the  total  signed  as  pastor  of  First 
church  membership.  Church,  Perry,  Ga.,  to  become 

An  estimated  151  million  lead  strategy  coordinator  at  the 
U.S.  adults,  or  86.2%  of  the  new  agency. 


population,  belong  to  Christian  largest  membership  declines 
faith  groups,  the  Yearbook  were  conservative  groups  like 
reported.  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 

The  estimated  adult  Jewish  of  Christ)  which  lost  nearly 
population  is  3.1  million,  or  5,000  members  —  less  than  1% 
1 .8%  of  the  population.  of  total  membership;  the 

MuslimAslamic  adults  Pentecostal  Church  of  God, 
number  527,000,  or  0.3%.  which  dropped  nearly  7%;  the 
Unitarian  Universalists  number  Pentecostal  Free  Will  Baptist 
502,000.  Buddhists  number  Church,  Inc.,  and  the 
401,000  and  Hindus  227,000.  Cumberland  Presbyterian 

Among  groups  with  the  Church. 


Immanuel  Church  in  Royal 
Gorge  Association,  Colorado,  is 
in  need  of  12  pews,  12  feet  in 
length,  according  to  Jim 
Didlake  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Brotherhood  Depart¬ 
ment.  They  would  prefer 
padded,  but  would  take  either. 
Contact  Ray  Hodges  at  (601) 
694-2160  for  more  information. 


Second  ITF  leader  resign 
to  take  high  NAMB  post 


Me  is  a  graduate  ot  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  is 

6ast  president  of  the  Georgia 
aptist  Convention. 

He  is  one  of  only  a  few  out¬ 
siders  yet  named  to  staff  posi¬ 
tions  at  NAMB. 

The  vast  majority  of  man¬ 
agement-level  staff  members 
identified  to  date  held  previous 
positions  with  one  of  the  three 
agencies  merged  to  form 
NAMB  —  the  Home  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta,  the  Radio  & 
Television  Commission  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  the  Brotherhood 
Commission  in  Memphis. 

Only  five  of  the  10/  manage¬ 
ment-level  staff  members 
announced  by  NAMB  July  9 
have  come  from  positions  out¬ 
side  the  three  agencies. 


have  declined  in  recent  years 
continued  to  decline,  but  they 
lost  fewer  members  this  year 
than  in  some  previous  years." 
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Top  religious  grc 

1.  Roman  Catholic  Church . 

tups  in  the  world 

2.  Southern  Baptist  Convention... 

3.  United  Methodist  Church  . 

. 8.5  million 

4.  National  Baptist  Convention,  L 

5.  Church  of  God  in  Christ . 

J.S.A.,  Inc . 8.2  million 

6.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  ii 

7.  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latte 

8.  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)... 

n  America . 5.1  million 

r-day  Saints  . 4.7  million 

9.  National  Baptist  Convention  o 
10.  African  Methodist  Episcopal  C 

America,  Inc . 3J5  million 

hurch . 3.5  million 

11.  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Syr 

od  . 2.6  million 

12.  Episcopal  Church  . 

Progressive  National  Baptist  C 
National  Missionary  Baptist  Cc 

Sourct.  19! 

.invention,  Inc . 2.5  million 

invention  of  America  ....2.5  million 

Yearbook  of  Ammam  mid  Carmhen  Churches 

NIV  report  sparks  professional  argument 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  three-page  report  July  1  siding  ests  of  the  public  that  troubleso 

A  momentous  day  in  religious  with  Zondervan  ana  IBS,  said  "World"purports  to  serve,"  the  articles.  T 

journalism  looms  ahead.  in  reviewing  two  key  articles  by  committee  stated.  as  'femini 

On  July  22  in  Chicago,  the  World  on  the  controversy  it  had  Belz,  in  a  letter  of  response  to  language 

Evangelical  Press  Association's  found  "unwarranted  inferences  the  EPA's  board  of  directors, 
six-member  board  of  directors  attributed  to  Zondervan  and  contended:  "...  no  one  should 
will  review  a  committee  report  the  CBT,  and  faulty  conclusions  make  this  task  harder  than  it 
siding  with  allegations  that  one  which  do  not  follow  from  the  really  is.  The  place  to  start  is 
of  the  EPA's  28/  member  publi-  data  presented.  with  the  simple  question:  'Who 

cations  violated  the  associa-  "None  of  us  on  the  ad  hoc  is  telling  the  truth?"' 
tion's  code  of  ethics.  committee  believe  "World"  has  Belz  wrote:  "In  this  instance. 

The  publication  at  issue,  proven  its  case  in  point;  on  the  powerful  voices  have  sought  y 
meanwhile,  has  appealed  to  the  contrary,  their  view  is  substan-  to  silence  the  truth.  h 

EPA  board  of  directors  to  daily  weakened  by  their  resort-  "EPA  dare  not  give  those  /g 

decide,  first,  whether  it  has  told  ing  to  tactics  that  would  be  voices  comfort  or,  even 
the  truth  in  its  repordng.  unacceptable  to  most  other  EPA  worse,  join  them."  / cfi 

The  parties  to  the  dispute  editors  and  editorial  boards.  The  committee  said 

have  become  familiar  names  in  "We  believe  "World"  has  "World's"  prominent 
both  the  religious  and  secular  every  right  and  reason  to  open  linking  of  Zondervan  ^3=31 
media  in  recent  months:  discussion  on  important  issues  Publishing  House  and 

♦  "World"  magazine,  which  related  to  Bible  translation  and  a  'feminist  seducdon/  in  view 
broke  the  news  to  the  evangeli-  urge  "World"  to  publish  a  full  of  "World's"  failure  to  contact 
cal  "world"  in  March  that  a  account,  with  equal  promi-  Zondervan  for  comment  or 
"feminist,"  gender-neutral  revi-  nence,  of  the  position  taken  by  explanation,  is  inexcusable, 
sion  of  die  New  International  Zondervan  and  IBS  in  the  inter-  "Poor  writing  is  a  deeply 
Version  (NTV)  Bible  translation  -  #  _  - 

was  under  wav  accounis  for  Youths  organize  Lumbei 


committee  agrees  that  the  more 
serious  a  charge  or  accusation  a 
journalist  makes,  the  more  care 
and  restraint  the  journalist 
needs  to  take  in  exploring  it." 


The  NIV,  wl 

45%  of  all  Bibles  sold  in  the  ^ 

United  States,  quickly  became  By  Tim  Nicholas 
the  center  of  a  firestorm  in  the  MBCB  Communication  Director 
evangelical  community. 

♦  Zondervan  Publishing  A  church  youth  grou 
House,  the  NTV's  U.S.  publisher,  inspired  to  share  the  messag 
and  the  International  Bible  of  Christ  with  their  communit 
Society  (IBS),  the  NIV's  copy-  organized,  raised  funding,  an 
right  holder,  which  called  a  halt  carried  out  a  June  12  youth  crv 
to  the  NIV  revision  in  late  May,  sade  in  Lumberton. 
but  also  filed  separate,  multi-  Although  the  hoped-fc 
page  complaints  with  the  2,000  attendees  did  not  appea 
Evangelical  Press  Association  those  who  did  —  between  30 
alleging  that  World's  reporting  and  400  —  were  treated  to 
violated  the  EPA's  code  of  ethics,  plain,  clear  exposition  of  th 

Also  cited  in  World's  report-  gospel  from  two  evangelist: 
ing  was  the  Committee  on  Bible  ancf  to  two  contemporar 
Translation  (CBT),  a  15-member  Christian  bands  who  praise 


Trinity  Church,  Lumberton, 
covered  the  event  with  their 
insurance. 

The  youths  said  they  were 
going  to  try  to  incorporate  the 
*No  Shame  Ministries"  name 
and  plan  for  another  crusade 
next  year. 

The  group  consists  of  Amanda 
Rankin,  18;  Robert  Zehentner,  16; 
Melissa  Robbins,  17;  Jamie 
Singley,  16;  Adam  Disbrow,  15; 
and  Cindy  Rankin,  18. 


Reighard,  pastor  of  North  Star 
Baptist  Church  in  Kennesaw, 

Ga.;  Jay  Strack,  youth  evange¬ 
list  from  Orlando;  and  the 
Christian  bands  "According  to 
John,"  and  "Riley  and  Ward," 
both  from  metro  Atlanta. 

The  youths,  enroute  back  to 
South  Mississippi,  decided  to 
invite  both  evangelists  and 
both  bands. 

Both  preachers  and  both 
music  groups  had  only  one  day 
free  all  this  summer  —  July  12. 

The  youth  group  organized 
themselves,  calling  the  project 
"No  Shame  Ministries,"  and 
then  set  about  raising  $7,000  for 
expenses. 

They  obtained  use  of  the 
Lumberton  High  School  foot¬ 
ball  stadium,  and  got  a  mix  of 
paid  and  free  advertising  on 
local  television  and  radio  sta¬ 
tions. 

Admission  to  the  event  was 
canned  goods.  A  concession 
stand  and  pizza  wagon  were 
operated  by  a  local  group  rais¬ 
ing  money  to  build  a  home  for 
abused  and  neglected  children. 

Baptist-affiliated  William 
Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg 
had  a  recruiter  on  hand. 

A  covered  speaker's  stand 
was  set  up  on  the  field  and 

tents  were  erected  for  counsel-  you're  going  to  talk  the  talk, 
ing.  you  have  to  walk  the  walk, 

It  was  hot  —  about  100  too,"  said  Robbins, 
degrees  —  so  hot  that  many  Reighard  said  he  has  invited 
could  not  sit  for  long  in  the  sun  the  youth  group  to  Atlanta  in 
without  umbrellas.  August  for  a  special  Christian 

It  was  so  hot  that  the  group  event  at  Six  Flags  featuring  the 
asked  permission  of  the  owners  Christian  singer  Carmen, 
of  a  nearby  youth  recreation  As  speaker  at  the  1997 
center  to  move  inside  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
second  message  by  Jay  Strack.  Evangelism  Conference  Dec. 

Only  about  100  people  heard  29-30  at  Mississippi  College  in 
Strack 's  message  of  salvation,  Clinton,  Reighara  said  he  plans 
but  at  least  eight  responded  to  to  use  them  as  a  sermon  illus- 
the  invitation,  some  for  rededi-  tration. 

cation,  some  for  profession  of  Said  Strack  of  the  group's 
faith.  efforts:  "A  handful  of  students 

Total  decisions,  according  to  decided  to  take  what  they've 

Covington,  were  23,  with  six  been  hearing  in  sermons  and 

professions  of  faith,  two  for  full  Sunday  School  for  a  long  time 
time  Christian  service,  and  the  to  heart:  'We  can  make  a  differ- 
rest  rededications.  ence.'" 


Don  Stewart 

i  —  1955,  William  Carey 
,  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program 
ns  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


CRUSADING  —  Lumber- 
ton-area  students  who  con¬ 
ceived  and  carried  out  the  idea 
for  a  local  crusade  through  their 
own  "No  Shame  Ministries"  are 
(from  left)  Amanda  Rankin, 
Robert  Zehentner;  Melissa 
Robbins,  Jamie  Singley,  and 
Adam  Disbrow.  The  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  team  not  present  for 
the  crusade  was  Cindy  Rankin, 
who  was  serving  as  a  camp 
counselor  in  Kentucky.  (Photo 
by  Tim  Nicholas) 


of  1955  was  an  eventful  one  in 
Two  major  events  occurred  that 
.  I  was  chosen  to  represent  the 
pi  BSU  as  a  summer  missionary  in 
ention,  spending  10  weeks  in 
restern  Pennsylvania.  The  other 
Aona  Daughdrill  one  week  after 
om  the  summer  of  service.  Mona, 
nissionary  in  Arkansas  the  year 
e  positive  impact  on  my  life,  our 
Jiristian  ministry  would  be  worth 
We  have  con¬ 
it  the  deci- 


the  Ohio  Baptist  ( 
Northeast  Ohio  and  So 
event  was  my  marriage 
arriving  back  in  Hattiesbt 
who  had  been  a  sumrr 
before,  and  I  decided  th 
marriage,  and  our  future 
the  ten  weeks  of  separal 


though 


put  a 
arguab 
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Lee  finds  Habitat  homebuilding  rewarding 


By  Teresa  Dickens 

SBC  Woman's  Missionary  Union 


PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  "Are  you  afraid 
of  heights?" 

A  no"  answer  to  that  question  made 
Wanda  Lee  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  a  roofer  on 
her  first  day  as  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  vol¬ 
unteer,  but  her  experience  is  not  really  an 
uncommon  one  for  a  Habitat  volunteer. 

Willingness  is  valued  more  highly  than 
skill. 

Lee,  president  of  Southern  Baptist 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  was 
among  2,400  volunteers  who  participated 
in  the  13th  annual  Jimmy  Carter  Work 
Project  with  Habitat  for  Humanity 
International. 

The  project  resulted  in  the  building  of  50 
new  homes  in  seven  Appalachian  commu¬ 
nities  throughout  rural  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee. 

Lee's  involvement  in  the  June  15-21 
"Hammering  in  the  Hills"  project  was  in 
connection  with  WMU's  signing  of  an 
agreement  with  Habitat  to  build  nine  hous¬ 
es  in  1998  and  1999. 

Lee,  who  did  not  join  the  project  until 
June  18  because  of  other  responsibilities, 
shared  the  week-long  responsibility  with 
Delane  Tew,  coordinator  of  WMU's 
Volunteer  Connection. 

Acknowledging  the  work  left  her 
exhausted  each  day,  Lee  said  it  was  an 
experience  she  will  not  soon  forget  nor 
wait  long  to  repeat  —  she  will  work  on  a 
Habitat  project  co-sponsored  by  her 
church.  First  Church,  Columbus,  July  7-16. 


;  '  -  -* 
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HOT  WORK  —  Volunteers  take  a  break  from  their  hot  jobs  at  the  Habitat  for  Humanity 
house  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  Painting  interior  walls  became  national  WMU  president  Wanda  Lee's 
assignment  after  a  rainstorm  drove  her  off  the  roof  of  the  new  home.  Lee,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Columbus,  Ga.,  was  impressed  with  what  the  teamwork  of  a  group  of  women 
could  produce  in  only  four  days.  (WMU  photo  by  Teresa  Dickens) 

"It  is  very  hard  to  put  into  words  what  that  I  had  had  a  part  in  making  a  lifelong 
this  project  did  for  me,"  said  Lee,  a  regis-  dream  come  true. 

terea  nurse.  "It  also  follows  the  example  of  Jesus," 

"I  learned  new  skills.  I  gained  a  deep  she  continued, 
satisfaction  in  living  out  my  faith  in  such  a  "He  told  us  that  when  we  minister  'to 
tangible  way.  And  I  was  humbled  to  work  one  of  the  least  of  these  you  have  done  it  to 
alongside  the  new  homeowner  and  realize  me.'" 


tered  nurse. 

"I  learned  new  skills.  I  gained  a  deep 
satisfaction  in  living  out  my  faith  in  such  a 
tangible  way.  And  I  was  humbled  to  work 
alongside  the  new  homeowner  and  realize 


International  students,  MKs  call  Glorieta  home 


GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  A 
summer  home  for  some  may 
signify  a  wealthy  lifestyle  that 
includes  a  convenience-filled 
getaway.  But  for  seven  mission¬ 


loved  it,"  Elisa  said. 

An  employee  in  the 
Chuckwagon,  Glorieta's  snack 
bar,  Elisa  worked  in  the  dining 
hall  her  first  summer  washing 


INTERNATIONAL  SUMMIT 
—  Missionary  kids  and  interna¬ 
tional  students  working  as  sum¬ 
mer  employees  at  Glorieta 
Assembly  include:  (from  left  ) 
Mike  Stone,  Brazil;  Laura 
Gaddis,  Maylasia;  Tamara 
Grayson,  South  Africa;  Olya 
Poverennova,  Ukraine;  Erin 
Sheriff,  Indonesia;  and  Elisa 
Johnson,  Canada.  (BP  photo  by 
Jim  Veneman) 


ary  kids  and  international  stu¬ 
dents  at  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
Conference  Center,  a  summer 
home  is  shared  housing,  hard 
work,  and  a  lot  of  friendship. 

Elisa  Johnson  is  the  daughter 
of  Laura  and  Paul  Johnson  of 
Vancouver.  Her  father  is  pastor 
of  Royal  Heights  Church,  and 
both  the  elder  Johnsons  "were 
summer  employees  at  Glorieta 
about  30  years  ago,  and  they 
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dishes,  a  task  she  recalled  as 
"gross."  She  enjoyed  her  friends, 
keeping  up  with  approximately 
30  of  mem  by  electronic  mail 
during  the  winter. 

Many  are  back  this  year. 
Elisa  will  return  to  Douglas 
College  in  New  Westminster, 
near  Vancouver,  this  fall  to  pur¬ 
sue  general  studies. 

In  her  free  time  at  Glorieta,  she 
likes  to  go  to  worship  services  in 


the  auditorium,  "especially 
music  week.  It  is  awesome." 

Elisa's  international  peers 
were  already  away  from  home 
when  summer  began,  and 
home  is  too  far  away  to  visit. 

Laura  Gaddis  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Linda  and  William 
Gaddis  Jr.,  missionaries  to 
Maylasia.  She  works  in  house¬ 
keeping  at  Glorieta,  cleaning 
guest  rooms  until  she  begins 
classes  '  this  fall  at  the 
University  of  Marv  Hard  in- 
Baylor,  Belton,  Texas. 

"I  needed  something  to  do 
and  a  place  to  live,"  she  said.  "It's 
a  lot  tike  summer  camp  except 
everyone  is  working. Jf's  fun." 

Mike  Stone,  whose  parents 
Sandv  and  Keith  Stone  are  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Brazil,  will  start 
studies  at  Ouachita  Baptist 
University,  Arkadelphia,  Ark., 
this  fall. 

He  came  to  Glorieta  to  work 
in  food  serv  ice  washing  dishes 
because  he  felt  it  was  better 
than  the  other  work  offer  he 
had  doing  landscaping.  "I 
enjoy  doing  the  work/'  he  said. 

Olya  Poverennova  is  not  a 
missionary  kid,  but  she  is  the 
product  of  mission  work.  She 
left  her  home  in  Crimea, 
Ukraine,  after  she  and  her  fam¬ 
ily  accepted  Christ  when  a  mis¬ 
sionary  witnessed  to  them. 

Formerly  an  atheist,  Olya 
now  wants  to  become  a  mission¬ 
ary,  perhaps  among  her  own 
people.  A  student  at  Jacksonville 


(Ala.)  State  University  in  com¬ 
mercial  design,  she  lives  with  a 
host  family.  Marguerite  and 


Charles  Chambers  of 
Blountsville,  Ala.  At  Glorieta, 
Olya  is  a  housekeeper  who 
laughs  when  she  says  she  has 
learned  "you  can  mate  cleaning 
toilets  fun. 

"At  Glorieta  there  is  time  for 
me  to  relax  and  have  time  with 
God.  I  enjoy  the  people  and 
their  attitude.  I’d  lixe  to  come 
back  next  year." 

Erin  Sheriff,  also  a  house¬ 
keeper,  arrived  at  Glorieta  from 
her  home  in  Indonesia  as  a  tran¬ 
sition  from  MK  to  her  freshman 
vear  at  Ouachita  Baptist 
University  beginning  this  fall. 

Her  parents,  Lucy  and  Paul 
Sheriff,  felt  the  experience 
would  be  good  after  having 
spent  high  school  in  a  class  of  13 
students. 

"I  like  it  a  lot,"  Erin  declared, 
"even  though  there  are  a  lot  of 
people.  Everybody  wants  to 
know  everybody  else." 

For  much  of  its  45-year  his¬ 
tory,  Glorieta  has  hired  students 
to  fill  summer  positions. 
Staffers,  as  they  are  called,  used 
to  earn  $5  a  week,  plus  room 
and  board.  Today  the  conference 
center  provides  $5.35  an  hour. 
For  an  average  40-hour  week, 
students  eam  $214,  from  which 
$46  is  deducted  for  a  room, 
clean  linens  and  10  meals. 

Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  also  uses  student 
employees  during  summers. 

To  explore  summer  employ¬ 
ment  opportunities,  contact 
Glorieta  at  P.O.  Box  8,  Glorieta, 
NM  87535  or  Ridgecrest  at  P.O. 
Box  128,  Ridgecrest,  NC  28770. 

- July  17, 1997 


Mississippi  sisters  retiring  from  missions 


By  Julie  McGowan 

International  Mission  Board 


Richmond,  they  were  married  by  Lou  ■  ■.  tffV  ■>>- 

Va.,  Lou  Ann  Ann's  father.  V  *T  \  % 

Lee,  62,  and  Ha!  served  as  pastor  of  IfcT"* 

Helen  Myers,  Glensboro  Churcn  near  iffy  ■  %r \y  t,‘J 

W),  celebrated  Lavvrencebury,  K\  .  and  then  as  ilg||  \  1#L*  &  f/  •  jjj 

retirement  pastor  of  Vancleave  Church,  lifpUf  ‘  ‘  ,%• , 

from  Interna-  Vancleave  (Miss.).  c  l.,  **  *a  ' 

tional  Mis- While  Lou  Ann  was  not  sure  / 1  :  _  =  - V  a  :-0C.  ____ 

sion  Board  ^ee  of  her  call  specifically  as  a  mis-  ^ jSlSissI®* % 

missionary  sionary,  she  was  certain  that 

^rvice.  God  places  a  very  important  SISTERS  IN  CHRIST  —  Reti 

The  siblings,  with  their  hus-  call  on  each  person's  life.  It  was  Mission  Board  missionaries  Loi 

bands,  Hal  Lee  Jr.  and  S.  Payton  during  the  1958  Week  of  Prayer  enjoy  visiting  after  a  special  rec 

Myers,  served  a  combined  69  for  Foreign  Missions  that  her  place  Church  in  Richmond,  Vi 

years  on  two  direction  changed.  After  overseas  missionaries.  (IMB  Pho 

continents  — prayer,  thought,  and  soul-  - 

Europe  and  searching,  she  distinctly  felt  the  Missionary  Union  meeting 

Africa  —  in  a  Lord  leading  her  to  overseas 

variety  of  service.  She  noted  that  Hal  was 

tasks  but  with  very  instrumental  in  her  call, 

one  mission:  The  couple  have  four  chil- 

to  share  their  dren:  Daniel,  who  lives  in 

faith  in  Jesus  Alexandria,  Va.;  Peter,  who 

Christ.  lives  in  Brandon;  Elizabeth  Lee 

As  chil-  Herman,  who  lives  in  New 

dren  of  a  Myers  York  City;  and  Matthew,  who 

Baptist  pastor,  lives  in  Hattiesburg, 

the  girls  stayed  actively 
involved  in  Sunbeams,  Girls' 

Auxiliary,  church  choir,  Sunday 
School,  Training  Union,  ana  staff 
other  church  events. 

Growing  up  in  Prentiss, 

Poplarville,  ana  Pascagoula,  the  self  that  God  might  have  some 
two  also  shared  many  of  the  special  work  for  her. 
same  interests,  including  basket-  Returning  to  MC,  Helen 
ball  and  piano.  When  tneir  col-  dated  Payton  Myers.  They  were 
lege  years  arrived,  both  followed  engaged  just  after  Christmas 
a  family  tradition  of  attending  1956,  and  were  married  July  25, 

Mississippi  College  (MC).  1957,  by  Helen's  father. 

While  their  childhood  years  Thereafter,  Payton  served  as 
closely  resembled  one  another,  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  Church, 
after  college  the  Green  sisters  Oak  Grove;  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
followed  paths  that  eventually  Wayne  County;  Braxton  Church; 
would  lead  to  very  different  and  Siloam  Church,  West  Point. 

After  marriage,  Helen  com¬ 
pleted  her  college  education.  In 
Wayne  County  Payton  first  felt 
the  Lord  might  be  calling  him 
into  missionary  service.  Tne  fall 
of  1960,  attending  a  Women's 


Helen,  too,  felt  called. 

Payton  and  Helen  were 
appointed  in  June  1963,  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Kaduna,  Nigeria. 
They  also  lived  in  Ibadan,  where 
she  was  a  church  and  home 
worker,  and  in  Jos,  where  they 
were  houseparents  for  children 
of  missionaries  attending  a 
boarding  school.  From  1969-1987, 
Helen  started  attending  MC  she  was  a  teacher  and  director  of 
in  1954.  The  summer  after  her  the  preschool  department  at  the 
year,  she  served  on  Baptist  Pastors  School  in 
Glorieta  Baptist  Kaduna,  where  Payton  worked. 
Assembly  near  Santa  Fe,  N.M.  As  a  housewife  in  Nigeria, 
There,  she  first  admitted  to  her-  Helen  learned  to  manage  water 

shortages  and  power  outages. 
She  had  to  cook  the  dog's  food 
each  day.  She  never  used  an  air 
conditioner,  and  she  owned  a 
telephone  only  one  or  two  of 
her  first  25  years  there. 

The  Myerses  now  have  three 
grown  children  and  six  grand¬ 
children.  Their  children  are 
David,  who  lives  in  Hattiesburg; 
Allan,  who  lives  in  Lafayette, 
La.;  and  Amy  Lu  Waide,  who 
lives  in  West  Point.  Allan  and  his 
wife.  Sue  Ellen,  were  appointed 
in  1993  as  FMB  missionaries  to 
Nigeria.  He  now  serves  as  pastor 
of  Calvary  Church  in  Lafayette. 

Since  1988,  Helen  served  in 
church  and  home  work  in  Zaria, 
Nigeria,  assisting  Payton.  She 
also  assisted  new  missionaries 
who  went  to  Zaria  to  study  the 
Hausa  language.  The  couple 
retired  in  May  to  West  Point. 

Lou  Ann  and  Helen  both  plan 
to  return  to  college.  Lou  Ann 
would  like  to  prepare  for  some 
job  that  would  allow  her  to  "be 
salt"  in  Mississippi.  Helen  is  try- 


Southern  'notation'  lifted 

Southern  Seminary's  primary  accrediting  agency  has  notified 
the  Southern  Baptist  school  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  that  an  accredita¬ 
tion  "notation"  nas  been  removed  on  the  recommendation  ora 
commission  that  included  a  Mississippi  seminary  president 

Luder  G.  Whitlock,  president  of  Reformed  Theological 
Seminary  in  Jackson,  was  a  member  of  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  (ATS)  Commission  cm  Accrediting  that  voted 
to  remove  the  notation  during  a  June  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"It  is  apparent  that  formal  and  informal  structures  and 
processes  have  been  established  to  improve  communication  and 
understanding..."  the  commission's  report  noted,  including 
improvements  in: 

♦  Academic  freedom. 

♦  Status  of  contract  and  tenure-track  faculty. 


♦  Shared  governance. 

♦  Communication  among  the  board  of  trustees,  seminary 
administration,  and  faculty. 

The  notation  was  imposed™  January  19%  after  an  ATS  visit  to 
the  campus  the  previous  November  to  review  complaints  report¬ 
ed  to  ATS  as  new  president  R.  Albert  Mohler,  Jr.,  and  the  school's 
trustees  began  to  move  the  seminary  in  a  decidedly  conservative 
direction. 

The  notation  described  the  ATS  concern  as,  "General  tone  erf 
school  impairs  the  capacity  to  provide  significant  theological 
education  and  ministerial  training."  -IP 

In  lifting  the  notation,  ATS  directed  the  seminaiy  to  make  the 
just-released  report  available  to  faculty  and  school  trustees. 
Mississippians  serving  as  Southern  Seminary  trustees  include: 

♦  Thomas  M.  Atwood,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Oxford. 

♦  Odean  W.  Puckett,  retired  pastor  of  First  Church,  Natchez. 

♦  J.D.  Cutrer,  retired  businessman  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Baldwyn. 


ALL  NIGHT  SKATE 
FRIDAY  -  JULY  25, 1997 
6PM  TO  6AM 
ALL  CHRISTIAN  MUSIC 
AFTER  11PM!! 

Special  rate  for  croups 

ATTENDING  THE  BAPTIST  YOUTH 

Program  -  $8.00  includes  skate 
rental,  by  reservation  only. 

LAKELAND  SKATING 
CENTER 

2929  LAYFAIR  DR.  FLOWOOD,  MS  39208 
601-932-5323  1-800-640-3799 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  •  100%  FINANCING 

•  sunrooms  LOWEST  PRICES 

•  ROOM  AD0ITI0N  m/V 

•  deck-roof  -r  „>*en 

•  J^TpHEN  SENIOR  |  V  I  wU 

•  CARPORT  CITIZENS 1 - 1  Per  Mo 

DISCOUNT 

TOLL  FREE  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


HOLY  LAND  -  10  Days 

including  Jordan  -  Petra  -  Masada 

November  11,  1997 

Churches:  Give  your  Pastor 
the  gift  of  a  lifetime.  Your 
Pastor  and  your  church  will 
never  be  the  same. 

Space  is  limited  —  Call  for  a 
brochure  today. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 

Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Tour  host 
Tom  Larrimore 

1 1 56  Winnrose  St. 
Jackson,  MS  39211 

601-956-1891 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  F»assenger) 


Baptist  Record 


VBS  '9 7  brings  'stampede'  of  good  reports 


tured  constant 
promotions  for 
the  church's 
upcoming  VBS. 

♦  Preston- 
wood  Church, 
Dallas,  enrolled 
3,203  children 
in  VBS  this 
summer,  its 
largest  Bible 
school  in  10 
years,  accord¬ 
ing  to  senior 
preschool-chil¬ 
dren's  minister 
S  o  n  d  r  a 
Saunders.  Only 
half  of  those 
attending  were 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Jackson,  combined  adult  semi- 
A  "stampede"  of  good  news  nars  on  topics  such  as  time 
about  Southern  Baptist  Vacation  management,  parenting,  and 
Bible  School  (VBS)  is  coming  in  financial  planning  along  with 
from  around  the  country.  VBS  classes  for  kias. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  Gamer  said  churches  in  his 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  association  "have  really  been 
(BSSB)  VBS  theme  for  1997  —  using  VBS  effectively  this  year 
"The  Wild  and  Wonderful  to  penetrate  their  communities 
Good  News  Stampede"  —  for  Christ,  especially  in  transi- 
churches  are  using  horse-riding  tional  neighborhoods.  VBS  is 
cowboy  pastors,  pony  rides,  one  of  the  greatest  tools  for 
petting  zoos,  and  even  a  full-  evangelism  that  we  have.  It's 
fledged  rodeo  to  interest  chil-  non-threatening  because  it  cen- 
dren  in  the  gospel.  ters  on  the  child,  upon  whom 

The  western  theme  and  we  all  can  agree." 

In  Mississippi,  Gamer  said 
j  off.  three  out  of  every  seven  conver- 
these  examples:  sions  in  Southern  Baptist  church- 

Association  in  es  occur  as  a  result  of  VBS. 

all  out  "What  we  ought  to  do  is  quit 
having  revivals  and  start  hav- 


renewed  focus  on  evangelism 
are  apparently  paying  off. 

Consii 
♦  Metro 

Jackson  (Miss.),  is  i 

to  promote  VBS  this  summer.  ^ 

According  to  Lam  Garner,  ing  three  weeks  of  VBS!"  he  23"..  were  from  W*  W  '  J#!**  gpk* 

director  of  church  services,  the  said.  surrounding  .*«*.„ ... ,2  , 

association  trained  280  work-  ♦  Chris  Hawks,  minister  of  churches  and 

ers,  built  10  "Western  Town"  outreach  and  singles  at  North  about  22"..  were  KJT.  ,  A  oli...  -  r- 

sets  for  churches  to  use  during  Kannapolis  Church,  u  n  c h  u  r c h e d .  I,  ;,;4,  vv  _  .  *  i"  >' 

their  Bible  schools  and  even  got  Kannapolis,  VC.,  came  up  \  i  n  e  t  v  -  f  o  u  r  -** '* ^  f-  \  \ 

an  area  farmer  to  donate  20  with  a  unique  way  to  promote  professions  of 

bales  of  hay.  VBS  at  his  churcn  —  hold  a  faith  were  STAMPEDE  TO  VBS  —  The  Wentworth  family 

"One  of  our  pastors  (Richard  rodeo  recognized  and  sane-  reported  along  was  among  those  who  beat  a  trail  to  the  June  16- 
Powell  of  Colonial  Heights  tioned  by  a  local  rodeo  associa-  with  22  rededi-  20  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson)  rode  a  horse  tion.  It  took  about  six  months  to  cations  during  Church,  Jackson:  Taylor  (top  left),  mom  Dianne 
into  his  church  sanctuary.  They  clear  and  prepare  an  eight-and-  the  week.  Wentworth  (top  right),  Elissa  (bottom  left),  and 

were  planning  to  renovate  it  in  a-half-acre  lot  next  to  the  ♦  J  o  h  n  Grace.  Diane  Wentworth  is  preschool  director  at 
July,  though,  or  he  probably  church  for  the  June  13-14  event.  Little,  minister  the  church.  (BR  special  photo) 

wouldn't  have  gotten  away  Approximately  2,400  people  of  music  at  - 

with  it,"  Gamer  joked.  attended  "The  Good  News  Cornerstone  Southern  Baptist  "We've  always  had  a  good 

Oak  Forest  Church,  also  in  Stampede  Rodeo"  which  fea-  Church,  Lamar,  Mo.,  said  he  experience  with  VBS,  but  this 

knew  this  year's  VBS  was  dif-  year's  was  really  awesome," 

■  ferent  "when  I  heard  how  loud  minister  of  childhood  educa- 

the  kids  were  singing  the  wor-  tion  Kristi  Wilson  said.  "Our 
ship  songs."  teachers  keep  going  on  and  on 

*We  are  a  church  that  runs  about  it. 
about  90  in  Sunday  School.  We  "The  theme  was  great 

had  an  average  of  67  children  because  it  was  so  easy  to  work 
each  night  (in  Bible  school),  and  with.  We  rented  western  cos- 
six  of  them  were  saved  during  tumes,  had  a  fiberglass 
VBS,"  Little  said.  'Trigger'  on  stage  and  used  a 

A  special  feature  of  cowhoy  band  with  a  steel  gui- 
Comerstone's  VBS  was  the  tar,  banjo,  and  drums  during 
missions  offering  collected  dur-  our  worship  rally.  We  even  had 
ing  the  week.  a  petting  zoo  with  farm  ani- 

"We  used  boots  to  collect  the  mals. 
money  and  we  made  a  contest  "About  the  only  problem  I 
between  the  boys  and  the  girls,  can  see  for  the  Sunday  School 
The  group  that  collected  the  Board  now  is,  'How  is  it  going 
most  would  get  to  put  a  pie  in  to  top  this  next  year?'" 
the  face  of  our  pastor.  The  kids 
got  into  it  so  much  we  had  to 
add  people  for  them  to  throw 
pies  at.  By  the  end  of  the  week 
we  had  collected  $451.81." 

♦  First  Church,  Carrollton, 

Texas,  reported  1,250  children 
enrolled  and  72  professions  of 


Leadership  Training  is 
available  for  you? 

Training  is  available  for  any 
teacher/worker  in  any  organiza¬ 
tion  from  Bible  Study  to  Missions 

Church  Growth  weekends: 
July  24-26 
July  31-August  2 

it  offers  something  for  everyone! 
t  X  training  for  all  church 
leaders  in  one  weekend 
X  youth  Bible  studies 
X  childcare 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

ter  word.  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone 
count.  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted. 


AIRLINE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  seeks  full-  Thompson,  First  Baptist  Church,  F*0  Box  1 59,  lains,  farmers,  military  personnel,  quil- 
time  youth  minister.  Send  Resumes:  Airline  Terry,  MS  391 70  or  call  (601)  878-5735.  ters,  shut-ins!  Free  brochure!  Send 
Baptist  Church,  4007  Airline  Drive,  Bossier  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  stamped  envelope:  Jacky  Campbell,  11 
City,  LA  71111.  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-  Clifford  Road,  Natchez,  MS  39120 

ACCEPTING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  of  800-830-0583.  _ _  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games! 

Music  resumes.  FBC  of  Sherwood,  206  PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors. 

Fairway,  Sherwood,  AR  721 20.  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/ limit-  (601)722-9000.  _ A 

BRIARWOOD  DRIVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  ed  free  miles/7  to  15-seat  Occasionally  for  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
seeks  part-time  Youth  Director.  Call  (601)  sale:  quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 

956-4561  or  send  inquiries  to:  245  Rental,  lackson  (601)  948-3391 .  Since  1965.  Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 

Briarwood  Drive,  lackson,  MS  39206.  CHOIR  ROBES  A  accessories,  pulpit/judi-  Columbus,  MS. _ _  . 

WEST  McCOMB  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  cial  robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBES/Mac  s  FOR  SALE:  Used  Pews,  Mfg.  by  L.L. 
seeking  part-time  Children's  minister.  Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized  Sam's  Co.  Good  Condition,  Padded 
Send  resumes  to  4016  Highway  24W,  Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS.  seat  and  back,  33-Ten  feet  long  & 

McComb,  MS  39648.  GOSPEL  PIANO  CASSETTES.  Instru-  6-Sixteen  feet  long,  plus  matching  pul- 

WANTED:  Choir  risers  in  good  shape  or  in  mental  favorites!  Great  companions  for  pit  furn.  All  for  $6,900.00  Telephone 
need  of  repair,  large  or  small.  Contact  Kimberly  travelers,  housewives,  retirees,  chap-  504-888-1628. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  30843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Contact  Gulfehore 
Baptist  Assembly 
to  register 

(601)  452*7261 


Baptist  Record 


V  LAOS 


Vientiane 


Bangkok 


CAMBODIA 


MALAYSIA 

\ 

■'  •  Kuala  1 
Lumpur\ 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  ort  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  intensive  Car- 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure.  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50% 
on  prescription  _  m  ,  _ .  _  ,  .  , 

drugs!  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 

age  65 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-463-4348 


CALL  —  t4’i6<ih4<m  “Sua  Sale*  —  TODAY 
4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 
501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 


Analysis:  VBS  brimming  with  opportunities 


By  Larry  Gamer 

Metro  Association _ 

Children  are  special  to  Jesus. 
Luke  records  that  parents 
brought  their  children  to  him 
that  he  might  simply  touch 
them —  People  were  also  bring¬ 
ing  babies  to  Jesus  to  have  him 
touch  them. 

Jesus  called  the  children  to 
him  and  said,  "Let  the  little 
children  come  to  me,  and  do 
not  hinder  them,  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  belongs  to  such  as 
these."  (Lk.  18:15-16) 

Every  church,  whether  large 
or  small,  can  stress  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  children  with  Vacation 
Bible  School  (VBS). 

The  average  VBS  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  enrolls  105,  has  an  atten¬ 
dance  of  87,  and  accounts  for 
43%  of  the  conversions  in 
Mississippi  in  a  year's  time  — 
that's  3  or  every  7  professions  of 
faith.  On  average  21  prospects 
are  discovered  for  every  VBS 
conducted  in  the  state. 

VBS  offers  any  church  one  of 
the  best  opportunities  to  bridge 
into  its  community  with  min¬ 
istry  and  witness.  Both  those  in 
the  church  and  those  in  the 
community  agree  on  the  value 
of  children  —  the  primary 
focus  for  VBS. 

While  some  parents  might 
not  be  open  to  a  direct  witness 
or  even  an  invitation  to  attend 
church,  they  are  open  to  their 
children  attending  VBS. 

Recently  I  helped  a  friend 
pour  some  concrete.  Occasion¬ 
ally  a  leaf  would  fall  on  the  fresh¬ 
ly  poured  concrete.  As  I  finished 
the  concrete,  leaves  had  to  be 
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picked  from  the  surface.  In  the 
early  stages  before  the  concrete 
hardened,  just  the  weight  of  a 
leaf  would  have  left  an  impres¬ 
sion,  but  once  the  concrete  hard¬ 
ened,  it  would  take  a  jackham¬ 
mer  to  remove  the  image  left  by 
only  the  weight  of  a  leaf. 

This  provides  a  parable: 
while  children  are  still  impres¬ 
sionable,  we  need  to  touch 
them  with  the  things  of  God.  If 
impressed  early,  the  image  will 
remain  for  a  lifetime. 

Nira  Grace  helped  make  a 
lasting  impression.  The  dust 
would  boil  oehind  her  old  pick¬ 
up.  She  put  her  truck  on  the 
country  roads  every  summer 
picking  up  children  for  VBS. 

She  lived  before  Ralph 
Nader  and  seat  belts,  so  she'd 

Eack  the  front  seat,  the  truck 
ed  —  anywhere  she  could  put 
children  for  VBS. 

If  you  lined  the  kids  up  and 
tried  to  choose  the  one  most 
likely  to  succeed,  you  would 
not  have  chosen  little  Larry. 
Slight  of  build  —  just  another 
little  country  boy  in  overalls. 
God  looks  at  things  differently 
than  we.  Often  tne  ones  we 
would  reject,  God  chooses. 


Little  Larry  gave  his  heart 
and  life  to  Jesus  as  a  result  of 
VBS.  Miss  Nira  didn't  know 
she  was  picking  up  a  future 
leader  of  southern  Baptists.  She 
was  just  picking  up  a  little  tow- 
heaaed  boy  who  needed  Jesus 
—  a  little  boy  named  Larry 
Lewis,  for  the  past  ten  years, 
president  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  responsible  for  directing 
the  work  of  thousands  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  across  America. 

The  keys  of  the  kingdom 
might  simply  fit  a  Ford  or  a 
Chevy.  God  will  use  anything 
in  his  work  —  but  what  he 
needs  most  of  all  is  a  willing 
heart.  Nira  Grace  had  one  ana 
it  made  the  difference  in  the  life 
of  a  little  boy  named  Larry  and 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
lives  touched  by  his  ministry. 

This  summer  we  have  a  great 
opportunity  to  touch  the  lives 
or  boys  and  girls  for  Christ. 

Only  God  knows  the  good 
that  can  come  from  simply  giv¬ 
ing  a  child  a  ride  to  VBS. 

Why  do  VBS?  Because  chil¬ 
dren  are  at  that  impressionable 
stage  —  and  we  want  to  leave  a 
Godly  impression  —  one  that 
will  last  through  eternity. 


ROUND  'EM  UP  — 
Cowpokes  attending  the  june 
16-20  Vacation  Bible  School  at 
Colonial  Heights  Church, 
jackson,  included  Josh  Crowder 
(left)  and  Wilson  Crockett.  (BR 
special  photo) 


Student  workers  evacuate  Cambodia 


BANGKOK,  Thailand  (BP)  — 
Thirty  Southern  Baptist  summer 
workers  fled  an  intense  street 
war  in  Cambodia  July  9  and 
were  to  catch  a  commercial 
flight  from  Bangkok,  Thailand, 
to  Los  Angeles  July  11. 

The  summer  workers,  stu¬ 
dents  at  universities  in  the 
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United  States  who  had  planned 
to  teach  conversational  English 
in  Phomh  Penh,  were  able  to 
catch  the  first  Red  Cross  flight 
out  of  Cambodia.  They  are  to 
return  to  their  homes  and  are 
not  expected  to  go  back  into 
Cambcxiia. 

With  the  student  workers 
came  four  families  assigned  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  organiza¬ 
tion  Cooperative  Services 
International  (CSI),  which  orga¬ 
nized  the  English  teaching  jobs. 

Another  CSI  family,  living 
outside  of  Phnom  Penh,  were 
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not  expected  to  get  out  of  the  I 
country  until  July  11. 

Nearly  half  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  workers  were  stu-  >Mjn< 
dents  of  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University  in  Shawnee. 

Weeks  of  tension  and 
occasional  clashes  irt\ 
Phnom  Penh  erupted  into 
a  full-scale  mortar  and  j  '<"**/■ 
rocket  battle  July  5.  " 

The  next  day  troops  loyal  to 
Second  Prime  Minister  Hun 
Sen  drove  out  forces  loyal  to  And* 
First  Prime  Minister  Prince  * 
Norodom  Ranariddh  and 
sealed  the  capital.  As  many  as 
150  people  were  killed  before 
fighting  subsided  July  6  and 
Hun  Sen's  soldiers  turned  to 
looting,  news  reports  said. 

Several  hundred  summer 
workers  assigned  to  nearly  50 
nations  this  summer  are  spon¬ 
sored  jointly  by  various  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


CURRICULUM  EXPLAINED 
Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  the 
letter  to  the  editor  in  the  May 
22  issue  entitled  "Slow  Down 
SS  Lessons."  Since  the  writer's 
concerns  were  with  the  Explore 
the  Bible  Series  that  the  Sunday 
School  Board  produces  I  would 
like  to  share  some  information 
that  might  be  helpful  to  your 
readers. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the 
Explore  the  Bible  Series  is  to 
provide  in-depth  book-by-book 
study  of  the  whole  Bible  for 
adults  in  Sunday  School. 

Actually,  we  have  slowed 
down  the  old  9-year  cycle  to 
devote  more  time  to  some 
important  books  that  need  sig¬ 
nificant  study. 

The  purpose  of  the  recent 
Old  Testament  survey  was  to 
provide  our  users  with  a  brief, 
nelpful  overview  of  the  whole 
Ola  Testament  story. 

Most  of  our  people  have  not 
engaged  in  this  type  of  study 
ana  need  to  gain  the  perspec¬ 
tive  that  it  can  bring. 

Any  time  a  group  of  editors 
designs  such  a  study  they  will 
inevitably  leave  out  a  subject 
that  someone  feels  is  most 
important. 

Certainly  this  is  regrettable. 
However,  I  hope  we  have 
achieved  our  purpose  to  some 
degree. 

Be  assured  that  the  Explore 
the  Bible  production  team  is 
working  diligently  to  make  it 
the  best  book-by-book  Bible 
study  that  is  available  today  for 
Sunday  Schools. 

James  D.  McLemore 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

Nashville 


N.H.  CHURCH  NEEDS  BUS 
Editor: 

We  are  a  mission  of 
Mountain  View  Southern 
Baptist  Church  in  Lancaster, 
N.H.,  16  miles  away  over  a 
mountainous  road  that  can  be 
hazardous  in  winter.  About  20 
miles  from  Mountain  View  is 
North  Country  Church. 

These  three  are  the  only  SBC 
churches  in  the  upper  half  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  nearest 
other  one  is  70  miles  south. 

We  meet  in  a  reception  room 
rented  from  a  local  hotel  on 
Sunday  and  at  the  Community 
Center  on  Wednesday. 

We  have  eight  adult  mem¬ 
bers  and  four  younger  mem¬ 
bers.  One  adult  member  does 
riot  live  in  the  area  and  another 
is  away  serving  in  the  military. 

One  couple  has  a  ministry 
that  keeps  them  on  the  road 
most  of  tne  year.  We  have  three 
other  adults  who  attend  regu¬ 
larly,  but  have  not  committed 
to  membership. 

We  have  13  children  plus 
two  other  teens,  who  need 
Sunday  School  teachers. 

I  started  praying  for  a  van; 
now  I  am  praying  for  a  bus. 
There  is  sucn  an  opportunity'  to 
reach  kids  here  and  through 
prayer  and  teaching,  we  may 
equip  them  to  reach  the  parents 


who  don't  hear  us. 

It  was  during  prayer  about 
transportation  that  I  felt  the 
urge  to  write  this  letter.  I  did 
not  write  it,  but  the  urge  has 
not  gone  away.  How  does  God 
answer  prayers?  Sometimes  in 
mysterious  ways. 

Please  pray  for  all  these 
needs.  If  God  leads  you  to  any 
other  action,  we  give  God  the 
glory  and  would  try  to  use  any 
resources  according  to  his  will. 
Margaret  McCluskey 
POBox  234 
Littleton,  N.H.  03561 


OUT  OF  BALANCE 

Editor: 

I  just  read  in  "The  Baptist 
Record"  that  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  is  going  to  save 
$34,000,000  over  5  years  by 
down-sizing  and  re-structuring 
of  the  Board. 

The  salaries  are  absolutely 
out  of  line,  and,  if  at  the  cost  of 
many  jobs  sacrificed  in  order  to 
pay  such  excessive  salaries,  we 
should  hang  our  heads  in 
shame  for  letting  it  happen. 

I  know  a  person  should  be 
paid  according  to  his  ability 
and  responsibility,  but  this  is 
way  out  of  line.  Certainly,  Larry 
Lewis  did  not  make  that  kina 
of  salary  and  he  did  an 
admirable  job  as  president  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board. 

When  the  question  was 
raised  by  some  of  the  trustees 
who  haa  no  input  in  setting  the 
salaries,  a  token  amount  was 
rolled  back  to  a  little  less  than 
$200,000  a  year  for  the  new 
president.  Vice-Presidents 
would  be  making  $100,000  to 
$150,000  annually.  How  can 
this  be  justified? 

(NAMB  president)  Bob 
Reccord  did  not  want  the  salary 
for  himself  nor  his  associates 
revealed.  I  would  be  a  little 
embarrassed  and  want  to  keep 
it  quiet  myself! 


Perhaps  we  need  to  rethink 
our  Cooperative  Program  giv¬ 
ing  and  keep  more  in 
Mississippi,  as  well  as  raise  our 
Associational  giving. 

Many  pastors  and  mission¬ 
aries,  who  are  on  the  firing  line 
in  the  ministry,  are  making 
great  sacrifices  in  order  to  sup¬ 
port  our  Cooperative  Program 
giving. 

If  each  of  these  made  $30- 
40,000  a  year,  it  would  take  five 
years  to  make  the  kind  of 
money  these  executives  are 
making. 

Something  is  out  of  balance 
here. 

M.C.  Johnson 

Clarksdale 


WONDERFUL  STAND 
Editor: 

What  a  wonderful  stand 
taken  by  the  Baptist 
Convention  in  calling  for  the 
boycott  of  Disney,  a  name  that 
at  one  time  was  synonymous 
with  wholesome  family  enter¬ 
tainment. 

I  am  totally  disgusted  with 
Disney  and  their  affiliates.  We 
must  stand  together  in  this  time 
of  trial  as  the  total  plan  of  the 
forces  of  darkness  is  to  destroy 
every  vestige  of  the  family  as 
God  designed  it. 

I  praise  God  for  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  be  a  part  of  this  noble 
effort  and  have  asked  my  chil¬ 
dren  to  do  the  same  within 
their  families  to  set  an  example 
for  the  precious  children  tney 
are  raising. 

Sue  Cook 

Oxford 


MODERN  INQUISITION 


Editor: 

Several 
the  1979 
Fascism 


^ears  back,  before 
loup  of  Spiritual 
poisoned  the 


fascism  poisonea  tne 
Convention,  Southern  Baptists 
were  known  as  a  compassion¬ 


ate,  tolerant  group  of  Christians 
seeking  to  propagate  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  to  a  depraved 
world. 

We  avoided  personal  con¬ 
demnation  of  others  believing 
only  God  can  and  should 
judge. 

We  extended  our  love 
towards  homosexuals,  prosti¬ 
tutes,  and  drug  addicts,  never 
condoning  their  behavior,  but 
acknowledging  that  every  sin¬ 
ner  is  in  need  of  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  power  of  the  Gospel. 

We  didn't  boycott  people, 
places,  or  things,  because  we 
understood  that  only  good  peo¬ 
ple  get  hurt  by  such  illogical 
actions. 

We  allowed  seminary  pro¬ 
fessors  the  freedom  to  teach 
without  fear  of  excommunica¬ 
tion,  and  students  were  given 
the  latitude  to  dialogue  with 
others  without  fear  of  persecu¬ 
tion. 

Witch  hunting,  we  thought, 
had  faded  away  due  to  the  dis¬ 
pelling  of  irrationalism  in 
Christianity.  Evidently,  we 
were  wrong. 

My  Lord,  what  have  we 
become?  From  my  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospels,  Christ  never 
condemned  one  sinner,  only 
those  who  thought  otherwise. 

He  never  boycotted  the 
"Establishment,"  but  he  did, 
out  of  love,  speak  against  it. 
And  by  all  accounts,  during  the 
last  supper,  Jesus  even  washed 
the  feet  of  Judas,  the  most 
notable  sinner  of  all. 

From  this  simple  compari¬ 
son,  what  right  do  we  have  to 
be  called  "Christian"? 

Sadly  enough,  it  seems  that 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  has  become  a  spiri¬ 
tual  cannibal  devouring  the 
souls  of  the  ungodly.  And  if  his¬ 
tory  is  correct,  eventually,  this 
20th  century  inquisition  will 
turn  against  and  consume  itself 
in  the  name  of  God. 

Andy  Brasher 

Como 


North  Dakota  relief  project  continues 


Jan  Cossitt  (left),  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU),  and  Juanita  West,  camp  director  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton,  display  some  of 
the  material  given  to  the  recent  Hood  vic¬ 
tims  of  North  Dakota. 

Items  for  child  care  ministry  are  still 
needed  and  are  being  collected  at  Camp 
Garaywa  through  the  end  of  August.  The 
supplies  will  be  delivered  after  the  first  of 
September. 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  asked  to  donate 
urgently  needed  items  from  the  following  list 
port-a-cribs 
crayons/colors 
markers 
pull  toys 
child  mats 
child  monitors 
smoke  detectors 
fire  extinguishers 
high  chairs 
wee-sing  tapes 
car  seats 
booster  seats 
pottv  chairs 
strollers 
little  tyke  toys 


These  may  be  brought  or  sent  to  Camp 
Garaywa,  310  Camp  Garaywa  Road,  Clinton, 
MS  39056,  or  P.  O.  Box  1278,  Clinton,  MS  39056. 
Persons  wishing  to  make  a  donation  can  make 
checks  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  designated  to  the  North 
Dakota  disaster. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Mississippi 
WMU,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone  (601)_968-3800,  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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Homecomings 


will  include  a  section  on  the 
beginning  of  organized  Senior 
Adult  Ministry  within  the 
churches. 

I  need  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  from  all  churches  which 
organized  Senior  Adult 
Ministry  before  1980: 

1.  Name  and  address  of 
church  and  name  of  associa¬ 
tion; 

2.  Date  of  organization  of 
Club,  or  ministry; 

3.  Name  of  pastor  and  club 

JAKARTA  SEEKS  MINISTER  officers  at  time  of  organization; 

CONSCIENCE  STATEMENT  4.  Name  of  Senior  Adult 

Club; 

Editor:  5.  Names  of  current  officers. 

The  boycott  of  "The  Disney  It  will  be  interesting  to  dis- 
seeking  Company’'  is  because  of  their  cover  which  church  in  our  state 
;  objectionable  entertainment  had  the  earliest  organization  of 
and  youth  offered  under  the  presumed  Senior  Adult  Ministry. 

innocence  of  the  trusted  Disney  Please  mail  your  informa¬ 

tion,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
are  peo-  following  address: 

?  Juaeo-  Dr.  W.  Levon  Moore,  200 
and  are  Golf  Course  Road,  Kosciusko, 
and  for-  MS  39090.  Thank  you,  and  may 
ler  while  God  bless  you! 

W.  Levon  Moore 
npassion  Kosciusko 


DEFEND  THE  DISABLED  Matt.  25:  40  says,  "As  ve 

have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
Editor:  least  of  these  my  brethren  ye 

I  am  most  grateful  for  the  have  done  it  to  me." 
article  on  "Caregivers  must  Be  brave  and  speak  out  for 
also  take  care  of  selves"  (May  8  our  precious  disabled  people, 
issue).  many  of  whom  have  given 

My  husband  was  a  Baptist  their  lives  for  the  cause  of 
pastor  for  over  30  years.  Christ. 

Alzheimer's  disease  slowly  Keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  the 
crept  its  way  into  his  life.  care  they  are  receiving! 

I  could  no  longer  meet  his  Name  withheld 
needs.  No  other  choice  was  to 
be  found  but  to  place  him  in  a 
nursing  home. 

I  thought  I  was  putting  him 
in  a  place  to  be  the  extended  Editor: 

arm  of  the  hospital  and  where  Jakarta  International 

his  needs  would  be  met.  Baptist  Church  (JIBC)  in 

I  found  out  immediately  that  Jakarta,  Indonesia,  is  s 
this  was  the  nightmare  of  a  life-  qualified  individuals  to  fill  the 
time.  When  complaints  were  position  of  music  and  youth 
made  to  the  nursing  home  minister. 

authorities,  it  only  made  things  JIBC  is  an  English-speaking 
worse  for  us.  congregation  composed  of  all 

The  staff  resented  my  com-  nationalities,  with  Americans 
plaints  and  my  husband's  being  the  majority, 
needs  were  neglected  even  Our  paid  staff  consists  of  a 
worse.  pastor/elder,  bilingual 

Out  of  desperation  I  alerted  Indonesian  secretary,  and  bilin- 
the  state  agency  and  there  was  gual  Indonesian  accountant, 
help!  We  share  facilities  with  an 

Please  don't  let  our  disabled  Indonesian  congregation, 
suffer  because  of  neglect.  We  We  are  seeking  the  following 
have  laws  to  protect  the  ^ick  qualifications: 
and  handicapped.  ~  ♦  Vital  personal  relation- 

Please  help  to  uphold  these  ship  with  God. 
laws  and  protect  our  disabled  ♦  Heart  for  ministry  and 

Sle  by  notifying  the  proper  overseas  duty  with  a  commit- 
arity  or  agency  wnen  it  ment  to  longevity, 
becomes  necessary.  ♦  Masters  degree  (visa 

One  day  we  must  stand  requirement), 
before  the  Lord  and  give  an  ♦  Ordained  Southern 
account  of  our  actions.  Baptist  minister. 

Would  you  treat  the  Lord  in  ♦  Willingness  to  learn 
the  same  way  some  of  our  peo-  Indonesian  language, 
pie  are  treated  in  nursing  homes?  Due  to  international  mailing 


WMU  to  extend 
CWJC  deadline 


extend 


July  31  for  its  Christian  Women's  Job 
Corps  (CWJC)  national  training 
event,  set  for  Aug.  7-9  at  WMU's 
national  headquarters  in 
Birmingham. 

As  of  July  11,  some  50  spots 
remained  open.  Planners  have  limit¬ 
ed  the  registration  to  200  for  this 
first-ever  CWJC  certification  train- 


SEEKING  SENIORS  INFO 


The  training  begins  with  registra¬ 
tion  at  8  a.m.  on  Aug.  7  and  con¬ 
cludes  at  noon  on  Aug.  9.  Cost  is 
$155  per  person  including  meals  and 
some  local  ground  transportation. 
Housing  is  separate. 

To  register,  contact  Johnson  at 
Woman's  Missionary  Union,  P.O. 
Box  830010,  Birmingham,  AL  35283; 
phone  205-991-49/2;  or  e-mail 
/ 0423.355@compuserve.com. 


Mt.  Olivet,  Forest:  July  20;  mer  pastor,  guest  speaker;  Eric 
services,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  McNair,  Pearl,  former  minister 
the  grounds;  Scott  Walter,  of  music,  song  leader;  Scott 
preaching.  Rogers,  pastor. 

First,  Satartia:  July  20;  Sarepta,  Meadville:  July  27; 
Melvin  Winters,  former  pastor,  services,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
preaching;  Wanda  Woods,  dinner  after  worship  to  be  fol- 
Satartia,  music;  Allen  Winters,  lowed  by  special  singing;  spe- 
pastor.  cial  offering  for  cemetery;  Webb 

Armstrong,  pastor. 

Mission  Hill,  Wesson:  July 

20;  services,  10:50  a.m.;  lunch  in  Antioch,  Columbus:  July  27; 
fellowship  hall;  1:15  p.m.  ser-  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 
vice;  Tommy  Purvis,  pastor.  ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  C.  C.  Bums,  guest 
Providence,  Jayess:  July  20;  speaker, 
services,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 

grounds.  Hurley,  Hurley:  July  27; 

Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 
Pelahatchie,  Pelahatchie:  ship,  10:30  a.m.;  lunch  immedi- 
July  27;  Sunday  School,  9:45  ately  afterwards;  Mark  Ely, 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  and  Cleburne,  Texas,  guest  speaker; 
singing  following  noon  meal;  Bobby  and  Beth  Martin, 
Barry  Corbett,  Kosciusko,  for-  Jackson,  Ala.,  music. 
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Evangelism 
cookout 
a  success 

Glory  Land  Mission 
Church,  an  outreach  ministry 
of  Mt.  Olive  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  held  an  evange¬ 
listic  cookout  on  June  28. 

The  purpose  of  the  cookout 
was  threefold:  to  lead  people 
to  Christ;  to  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  people  in  the  Bouie 
Street  area  where  the  church  is 
located;  and  to  invite  everyone 
to  come  and  worship. 

The  targeted  age  group 
was  5-year-olds  and  up. 
"Anyone  who  came  by  in  this 
age  range  and  allowed  us  to 
share  the  gospel  with  them, 
received  a  free  catfish  dinner," 
said  David  Scott,  pastor. 

"The  success  was  over¬ 
whelming.  We  experienced 
people  coming  not  so  much  for 
the  dinners,  but  more  so 
because  it  provided  an  outlet 
for  them  to  talk  about  their 
problems  and  about  their  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ. 

All  together,  there  were  100 
people  whom  we  shared  the 
gospel  of  Christ  with,  39  accept¬ 
ed  Christ;  17  desired  member¬ 
ship;  and  12  came  as  candidates 
for  baptism,"  Scott  said. 


Restrictive  bill  passes  in  Russian  legislature 


MOSCOW  (BP)  —  A  Russian  Orthodox- 
backed  law  to  restrict  the  free  practice  of 
faith  and  limit  missionary  work  sailed 
through  two  final  votes  in  Russia's  legisla¬ 
ture  in  late  June.  It  soon  will  face  action  by 
President  Boris  Yeltsin. 

Orthodox  leaders  and  nationalists 


urtnoaox  leaders  and  nationalists  pro¬ 
posed  the  bill  as  a  surprise  to  evangelicals  in 
Russia  and  then  quickly  pushed  it  through. 
The  last  vote,  on  June  23,  was  330-8. 

Evangelicals  had  been  working  with  a 
legislative  committee  to  help  frame  a  law 
that  would  appease  Russians  protesting 
cult  activity  but  not  violate  human  rights 
under  international  agreements. 

They  were  shut  out  of  the  process  as 
extremists  revised  the  proposed  law,  strip¬ 
ping  religious  groups  of  legal  rights  if  they 
were  not  registered  with  the  communist 


government  15  years  ago.  The  revision 
affords  special  rights  to  groups  with  a  50- 
year  history  and  a  presence  in  half  of 
Russia's  regions  and  territories. 

Depending  on  how  officials  interpret  the 
law,  it  could  impede  much  of  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  activity  that  has  developed  since  the 
breakup  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  fall  of 
communism.  It  also  would  regulate  any 
church  that  refused  to  register  during 
Soviet  days  and  operated  underground. 

Further,  the  bul  would  eliminate  mis¬ 
sionary  activity  except  as  approved  by  reli¬ 
gious  groups  with  legal  rights. 

It  would  curtail  me  activities  of  many 
groups  without  legal  rights,  unless  they  get 
permission  from  local  government  overseers. 
Evangelicals,  of  course,  fear  their  overseers 
could  be  hostile  Orthodox  leaders,  non- 


Christian  religious  leaders  or  even  atheists. 

In  principle,  the  bill  reverses  the  religious 
freedom  won  in  Soviet  Russia  just  before  the 
country  embraced  democracy  in  1991. 

It's  unclear  whether  Yeltsin  will  veto  the 
law,  and  if  he  does,  whether  the  legislature 
will  override  his  veto. 

Some  analysts  say  Yeltsin  is  less  likely  to 
stand  against  this  law  than  he  was  a  simi¬ 
lar  one  passed  in  1993,  which  died  later 
that  year  when  he  dismissed  parliament. 

"This  is  not  the  first  time  the  Orthodox 
Church  has  postured  itself  to  move  in  an 
effective  way  against  (other)  religions," 
said  Mississippian  Danny  Panter,  who 
leads  work  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB  —  for¬ 
merly  Foreign  Mission  Board)  in  Russia 
and  other  former  Soviet  republics. 


Baptist  College  News 


Survival  Weekend  '97,  hosted  by  the  William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU),  will  take  place  Aug.  15-17. 
"Our  goal  is  to  get  students  interested  in  the  BSU  and  to  become 
involved  in  the  long  term,"  said  Tim  Glaze,  director  of  the  BSU. 
Survival  Weekend  '97  is  open  to  all  students  who  entered  WCC  in 
the  winter  or  spring  trimester,  as  well  as  new  freshman  and  transfer 
students.  Registration  for  the  weekend  will  begin  in  the  Student 
Center  Aug.  1 5  at  4:30  p.m.  The  registration  fee  of  $20  includes  all 
activities,  meals,  "Survival  Guide,"  and  a  T-shirt.  Other  activities 
planned  by  the  BSU  are  Icthus  Week,  Sept.  8-11;  College  Student 
Conference,  Sept.  26-27;  Priority  Lunch  and  Main  Event  are  weekly 
events  held  on  campus,  the  times  and  dates  are  Priority  Lunch, 
Thurs.,  11:45  a.m.-12:25  p.m.  and  Main  Event,  Wed.,  9  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  Glaze,  (601)  582-6161  or  BSU  office,  582- 
6386.  Glaze  (pictured)  speaks  with  new  freshman  students  William 
Rushing  of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  and  Thomas  Lusk  of  Greenwell 
Springs,  La.,  about  Survival  Weekend  '97. 


Dean  J.  Richard  Hurt  of  Mississippi  Goiiege  Law  bcnooi  nas  Deen 
selected  as  the  recipient  of  the  1997  Chief  Justice  Award.  The  award 
is  presented  to  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar  who  has  distin¬ 
guished  himself  or  herself  through  a  record  of  public  service  and  who 
has  advanced  the  credibility  and  image  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Mississippi.  Flurt  joined  the  faculty  as  Mississippi  College  Law  School 
in  1980  and  has  served  as  assistant  and  associate  dean.  He  received 
his  education  at  Mississippi  College,  Baylor  University,  and  Yale 
University.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Hurt  and  Chief  Justice  Dan  Lee. 


Staff  Changes 


Jamie  Jackson  of  Jackson,  a  recent  graduate  in  musical  theatre  at 
William  Carey  College,  hugs  a  YMCA  day  camper  at  a  benefit  per¬ 
formance  of  Carey  Dinner  Theatre's  production  of  "Schoolhouse 
Rock  Live!"  held  recently  on  campus.  The  children,  third  to  sixth 
graders  from  Hattiesburg  and  Purvis,  met  the  cast  and  received  lol¬ 
lipops  after  the  show. 


Michael  Memorial  Church, 
Gulfport,  has  called  Billy  W. 
Bowie  as  minister  of  music 
effective  June  29.  A  native  of 
Marks,  Bowie  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  Mississippi  College 
and  Southwestern  Seminary. 
His  previous  place  of  service 
was  First  Church,  Osceola,  Ark. 


First  Church,  Horn  Lake, 
has  called  J.  David  Spencer  as 
minister  of  youth /activities.  A 
native  of  Senatobia,  Spencer  is  a 
raduate  of  Delta  ^  State 
ni  versify  and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  He  previously  served 
at  First  Churc! 


e 


First  Church,  Ocean 
Springs,  has  called  Gary 
Knight  as  minister  to  students. 
A  native  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
Knight  is  .a  graduate  of 
Memphis  State  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  Hejprevi- 
ously  serv  ed  at  Union  Cnurch, 
Tylertown,  and  McDowell 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 

First  Church,  Charleston, 
has  called  Grover  Glenn  as 
pastor  effective  July  1.  Ai 
of  Greenville,  Glem 
his  education  at 
College  and  New 
I  Seminary.  His 
of  service  was 


Monticello  Church, 

Lawrence  Association,  has 
called  Michael  L.  Jones  as  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor 
and  minister 
of  youth 
effective  June 
1.  A  native  of 
Birmingham, 

Ala.,  Jones 
received  his 
education  at 
S  a  m  f  o  r  d< 

University 
and  complet-  . 

ing  seminary  jonw 

studies  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  through  extension 
courses.  His  previous  place  erf  I 
service  is  Smoke  Rise  Church, 
Warrior,  Ala. 
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VBS  dates 

Raymond  Road,  1 

July  21-25;  6-8:30  p.m. 
ages  3  through  6th  gr: 
rodeo/hot-dog  cookout, 
June  19,  10 

Tammy  Anderson, 
tor;  Jim  Burnett,  pastor. 


Bruce  Weems  was  ordained  as  a  deacon  by  First  Church,  Lake, 
on  June  15.  Pictured  from  left  are  LaVerne  Summerlin,  pastor;  and 
Weems  and  his  wife  Charlotte. 


Border  Springs  Church,  Caledonia,  recently  licensed  Willis  Peek 

to  preach.  He  is  available  for  supply  preaching  and  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (601 )  356-6775.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bobby  Cobb,  pas¬ 
tor:  and  Peek. 


Jimmy  McDill,  pastor,  was  presented  a  plaque  by  Leon  Harrison, 
chairman  of  deacons,  in  honor  of  ten  years  of  service  to  Hopewell 
Church,  Little  Rock.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  McDill  and  Harrison. 


Immanuel  Church,  Hattiesburg,  recently  honored  Claude  Smith 

as  the  oldest  active  member  at  90,  and  Olive  Roberts  for  longest 
consecutive  membership  of  76  years.  Nathan  L.  Barber  Sr.  is  pastor. 


f 
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Kirk  and  Walker 

Bubba  Walker  (right)  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  by 
Salem  Church,  Raymond, 
where  he  serves  as  minister  to 
vouth.  Walker  grew  up  in 
First  Church,  Brookhaven. 
Pictured  with  Walker  is  Lee 
Kirk,  pastor. 


Johnny  Michael  Jolly  is 

manager  of _ 

the  Baptist 
Book  Store  in 
Jackson.  A 
Mississippian, 

Jollv  was  Dorn 
in  Union,  and 
has  lived  in 
Carthage, 

Jackson,  and 
Edinburg. 

Jolly  is  a  grad-  Jolly 

uate  of 

Mississippi  State  University.  He 


and  his  wife,  the  for¬ 
mer  Cheryl  Lynn 
White,  are  the  parents 
of  two  children. 

First  Church, 
Yazoo  City,  ordained 
Richard  Clifton 
Jennings  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  He  has  recently 
been  called  as  pastor 
of  Pleasant  Ridge 
Church,  Lexington. 
Jennings  is  a  graduate 
of  Holmes 

Community  College 
and  is  currently  taking 
courses  at  the  Jackson 
campus  of  New  Orleans 
Semmarv.  Jennings,  a  22-year 
employee  of  Mississippi 
Chemical  Corporation,  plans  to 
serve  as  a  bivocationaf  pastor. 
He  and  his  wife  Peggy  are  the 
parents  of  two  children. 

Len  Ware  Jr.  was  licensed  to 
the  ministry  by  First  Church, 
Lexington,  on  Mav  25.  He  is  the 
son  or  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Len  Ware 
Sr.,  and  will  be  a  senior  at 
Central  Holmes  Academy  in 
Lexington  this  fall.  Ware  is 
available  for  supply  preaching 
and  speaking  and  mav  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (601)  834-1 7^0  or  834- 
3731.  Matt  Buckles  is  interim 

pastor.  .. 

■  •  *  .  ’*  . 

Viyiaii  Higginbotham,  long 
time  member  of  First  Church, 
Pastdgpula;  recently  celebrated 
73  years  in  the  church  choir. 


making  her  one  of  the  longest 
serving  members  of  a  church 
choir  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  She  was  honored 
at  a  special  ceremony  on  June 
28.  "Ms.  Higgy,"  as  she  is  fond¬ 
ly  known,  became  church 
pianist  in  1924  at  the  age  of  12. 
She  later  served  as  organist 
before  shifting  to  the  choir. 


Wellman 
Church, 
Bogue  Chitto, 

recently  rec¬ 
ognized  its 
oldest  dea¬ 
cons  and 
awarded  them 
a  certificate  of 
Deacon 
Emeritus. 
They  are  Bill 
Castilaw  (91)BH 
serving  as  BPJ 
deacon  for  I 
more  than  50  Kl 
vears,  and  KM 
Ellzey  Lewis  i 
who  served  I 
for  more  than  I 
25  years.  Jim 
Everett  is  pas- 
tor. 


Norris 


Rock 


Jenkins 


Three  men  from  Riverhill 
Church,  Fulton,  recently  surren¬ 
dered  to  preach.  They  are  Brent 
Norris,  Jody  Rock,  and  Grant 
Jenkins.  Kevin  Merritt  is  pastor. 


Castilaw 


Lewis  1 


Underwood  and  Merritt 


Whittmon 


Riverhill  Church,  Fulton, 

recently  ordained  Mike 
Underwood  and  Allen 
Whitmon  as  deacons.  Pictured 
with  Underwood  (above  left)  is 
Kevin  Merritt,  pastor. 
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Medical  Center  nurses  as  part  of  the  group's  annual  service  project  The  Womenj^  Mission  o  an 

at  the  Medical  Center.  Pictured  are  Ollie  Brown,  Southwest  International  Food  Tasting  Celebration  on  April  22  with  GAs  pre- 
Gideon's  Auxiliary  scripture  secretary,  presenting  a  Bible  to  Deborah  ^n  mg  the  program  and  serving  international  fare.  GA  leaders  are 
Lewis,  RN  of  Baptist's  sixth  floor  nursing  team.  Melon*f  Franklin  Susan  Tyson  and  Melon.e  Lew.s.  The  celebration 

K  _ _ _  committee  in  global  attire  (pictured,  standing,  from  left)  are  Gale 

the  grounds.  Anyone  with  pic-  Taylor,  Brenda  Varnado,  and  Pat  Goodrich;  (seated)  Nell  McQueen, 
•  £'  -v Ml  tures  or  historical  memorabilia  Connie  Tapley,  and  Helen  Wilson,  chairman. 

is  encouraged  to  get  in  touch 
C  A  r|li  jJjga  with  the  church  office.  Keith  D. 

H  .  JJ  Swart/  is  pastor.  T* f 

4  Timely  Answers  to  Key  ,  't^w( 

tg7|fg4.  m*m  Questions:  Selected  Parables  "  "*  *u"  4"'>' 

p"  ’  la  of  Luke,  a  preview  of  the  1998 

Qk  tf ,  hi*  s ;  ■  Winter  Bible  Study,  will  be 

J  nm  X  ■  taught  as  a  workshop  July  28- 
#•’*  30  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

.  jfi  The  workshop  cost  is  $59  which 

W  ^  JH H  includes  registration  fee  and 

conference  materials.  For  more 
fe  information  or  to  register,  call 

Continuing  Education  at  1-800- 
1*  NOBTS-Ol,  ext.  3260. 

•  <Sy The  Institute  for  Christian 

Leadership  will  sev- 

Farmhaven  Church,  enth  conference  on  Aug.  4-5  at 

Canton,  will  celebrate  its  72nd  Mississippi  College  (MC). 
anniversary  on  Sept.  28.  Grant  Stuart  and  Jill  Briscoe,  both 

McElveen,  former  pastor,  will  natives  of  England,  are  the  fea-| 
be  the  guest  speaker  at  10:45  tured  speakers.  The  conference  book  of  Job  entitled.  Facing  the  will  follow  the  conferences.  No 
a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served,  will  begin  on  Aug.  4  at  1:30  Struggles  of  Life.  The  cost  is  $30  conference  fee  will  be  charged 
There  will  be  a  special  music  p.m.  and  end  on  Aug.  5  at  9  for  individuals  and  $40  for  cou-  for  the  meeting  at  Morrison 
program  at  1  p.m.  Charles  p.m.  Stuart  Briscoe,  who  has  pies.  In  connection  with  the  Heights  Church  but  reserva- 
Gentry  is  pastor.  served  as  pastor  of  Elmbrook  two  day  ministers'  meeting,  the  tions  for  childcare  are  required. 

Church,  Brookfield,  Wis.,  for  27  Institute  will  offer  laypersons  To  *  register  at  both  MC  and 
Bethel  Church,  Louisville,  years,  will  lead  five  sessions  an  opportunity  for  a  Monday  Morrison  Heights  Church,  con- 
will  celebrate  its  150th  birthday  from  1  Peter  during  the  two  evening  with  tne  Briscoes.  This  tact  Carole  Moore  at.  the  Office 
on  July  27.  The  celebration  will  days  entitled.  Living  Godly  in  meeting  will  be  at  7  p.m.  on  of  Continuing  Education,  Box 
begin  at  11  a.m.  A  time  of  testi-  an  Ungodly  World.  Jill  Briscoe  Aug.  4  at  Morrison  Heights  4185,  Clinton,  MS  39058  or  call 
monials  will  follow  dinner  on  will  lead  five  sessions  from  the  Church,  Clinton.  A  reception  (601)  925-3265. 

f Mt  Moriah,  Bogue  Chitto:  Convention  Board,  evangelist; 

July  20-24;  Sunday,  Sunday  Max  Burrows,  Meridian, 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  music;  Martin  Hayden,  pastor. 
Ridgecrest,  Corinth:  July  20-  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Donnie  Guy,  a.m.  with  Kevin  White  as  evan- 
23;  7  p.m.;  Steve  Cowart,  Lufkin,  Biloxi,  evangelist;  Bill  Herman,  gelist;  lunch  in  fellowship  hall;  Oak  Grove,  Mendenhall: 
Texas,  preaching  and  singing;  music;  Breaux  Tageant,  pastor.  1:30  p.m.  service;  Mon.-Thurs.,  July  20-25;  Sunday,  morning 

Charles  Stephenson,  pastor.  7  pan.;  different  speakers  each  services  followed  by  dinner  on 

Pleasant  Grove,  Brook-  day  are  Mon.,  Willie  Welch;  the  grounds;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.; 
First,  Satartia:  July  21-25;  haven:  July  20-25;  Sunday,  Tues.  Danny  Dodds;  Wed.,  Randy  Rich,  Prentiss,  evange- 
Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Mike  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.,  wor-  Aubrey  Case;  and  Thurs.,  list;  Health  Wilkerson,  music; 
Grenn,  Columbia,  evangelist;  ship,  11  a.m.,  Discipleship  Bendon  Ginn;  Danny  Moss,  Gary  Lawson,  pastor. 

Wanda  Woods,  Satartia,  music;  Training,  5:30  pm.,  and  wor-  pastor. 

Allen  Winters,  pastor.  ship,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  New  Providence,  Hazle- 

Jimmy  Portei;  McComb,  evan-  Sunrise,  Carthage:  July  20-  hurst:  July  27-Aug.  1;  Bobby 
Antioch,  Louiiu  July  20-23;  gelist;  Hubert  Greer,  Wesson,  23;  Allen  Stephens,  director  of  Williamson,  Brandon,  evange- 
Sunday,  regular  times;  Mon.-  music;  Kent  H.  Cochran,  pastor,  missions,  Rankin  Association,  list;  James  Dykes,  Wesson, 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Clyde  Little,  Bay  evangelist;  Steve  Turner,  music;  James  0.  Whittington, 

Springs,  evangelist;  Raymond  Mission  Hill,  Wesson:  July  Sunrise  Church,  music;  Frank  pastor. 

Delk,  music;  Faye  Pippen,  piano.  21-23;  services,  7  p.m.;  different  Smith,  pastor. 

speaker  and  special  music  O'Zion,  Meadville:  July  20- 

.  J^St*  C7ek'.  M*Sno!ia:  rughUy;  Tommy  Parvis,  pastor.  __LU«rtJ  (MMMippO:  July  25;  Sunday,  11 W, .lunch,  and 


Enon  Church,  Jasper  County,  recently  held  ground  breaking  ser¬ 
vices  for  a  new  fellowship  building.  Cliff  Padgett  was  serving  as 
interim  pastor  at  the  time. 


First  Church,  Columbia, 

had  one  of  its  largest 
Recognition/Coronation 
Services  on  May  18.  Pictured 
are  1 3  Queens  with  Crown 
Bearers,  four  Queens  with 
Scepter  and  attendants,  Queen 
Regent  and  attendant,  and 
three  Queens  Regent-in- 
Service  with  attendants.  In 
addition  there  were  25  Mission 
Friends,  17  RAs,  and  31  GAs 
who  were  recognized  . 


a.m.,  noon  meal. 


eship  25;  services,  7  t 
wor-  evangelist;  s 
L,  10  music;  Vanessa 


Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Series 

The  great  high  priest 

Hebrews  4:14-5:10;  7 


re  VanHom 


Today's  lesson  focuses  upon 
Jesus  in  his  role  as  High  Pnest. 
All  priests  in  Israel  nad  two 
main  functions.  First,  they  were 
responsible  for  teaching  God's 
Law  to  the  people.  Second,  they 
served  as  administrators  of  the 
sacrifices  that  God  had  ordained 
to  make  his  people  ritually 
clean.  Therefore  priests  repre¬ 
sented  Holy  God  to  sinful  man 
and  sinful  man  to  Holy  God. 
Without  this  intermediary  ser¬ 
vice,  sinful  people  would  not  be 
able  to  relate  to  a  sinless  God. 

The  Available  High  Priest 
(4:14-16).  Hebrews  4  deals  with 
the  central  issue  of  entering  into 
God's  rest.  Disobedience  to  God 
keeps  people  from  entering  into 


that  rest  (4:6,11). 

Disobedience  cannot  be 
hidden  because  God's 
Word  is  a  discemer  of  VanHom 
the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  me  heart  (4:12)  and  Hi 
because  no  one  is  hidden  from  Pr 
God's  sight  (4:13).  Since  people  fic 
cannot  hide  the  disobedience  th< 
that  separates  them  from  God's  (5: 
rest,  they  need  a  High  Priest  to  fre 
help  them  overcome  temptation  su 
ana  to  be  obedient.  Jesus  is  that  es 
High  Priest.  sir 

v'He  has  passed  through  the  he 
•heavens"  indicates  that  he  has  sai 
direct  access  to  God  (4:14).  He 
also  has  been  tempted  in  the  (5: 
same  way  that  sinful  people  are  Pr 
tempted,  yet  he  remained  sin-  of 
less  (4:15).  Therefore,  since  he  ca 
has  mastered  successfully  th 


temptation,  we  can  and 
should  have  total  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  ability  to 
help  us  when  we  are 
tempted  to  disobey.  The 
"time  of  need"  men¬ 
tioned  in  Heb.  4:16  refers 
to  those  times  when  we 
are  tempted  to  disobey 
God.  Jesus  is  available  to 
>m  help  us  be  victorious. 

The  Need  for  the 
High  Priest  (5:1-3).  The  High 
Priest  was  needed  to  offer  sacri¬ 
fices  and  to  "deal  gently  with 
the  ignorant  and  misguided" 
(5:1-2).  He  understood  their 
frailty  because  he  himself  was 
subjected  to  the  same  weakness¬ 
es  (5:2).  Yet  because  he  was  as 
sinful  as  the  people  for  whom 
he  interceded,  he  had  to  offer 
sacrifices  for  himself  as  well. 

The  Appointed  High  Priest 
(5:4-6).  The  Superior  High 
Priest  (7:1-28).  To  hold  the  office 
of  High  Priest  a  man  had  to  be 
called  of  God.  He  did  not  take 
this  office  of  high  honor  on  his 


Life  and  Work 

When  in  need  of  forgiveness 


Psalm  51:1-15. 


Geneva  Ens 


by  the  same  process 
David  found  Forgive¬ 
ness. .  He  copfessed 
his  sins^>vas<feaned,  Eneland  realized  that  the  lust  ot 
was  given  a  new  ®  his  eyes  and  heart  was 

heart,  and  became  an  effective  controlling  his  life,  he  sincerely 
witness  for  God.  fell  to  his  knees  in  repentance 

The  setting  of  this  Psalm  and  cried  out  for  cleansing.  He 
involved  David,  the  mighty  King  pleaded  no  excuse,  admitting 
of  Israel,  being  caught  m  blatant  sinfulness  even  from  birth, 
sin.  The  prophet  Nathan  related  a  The  Cleansing  From  Sin 
story  to  David  about  a  poor  man's  (Ps.  51:3-6).  David  mentioned 
lamb  being  stolen  by  a  rich  neigh-  hyssop  because  it  was  used  in 
bor.  Incensed,  David  demanded  both  the  ceremonial  cleansing 
that  the  rich  man  be  found  and  of  a  leper  and  in  putting  the 


At  a  motel  amid  the  refresh¬ 
ing  air  of  the  Appalachian 
foothills,  a  Gideon  Bible  invited 
examination.  Its  pages  had  been 
neatly  folded  and  passages 
numbered  so  that  some  lonely, 
lost  sinner  could  read  the  way  to 
salvation.  We  followed  the  path 
and,  just  as  lovingly,  refolded 
the  pages,  praising  God  that 
some  thoughtful  Christian  had 
marked  the  salvation  passages 
for  the  unsaved  journeymen  in 
this  world.  How  sad  that  many 
lost  souls  will  never  read  any 
Bible  nor  hear  the  good  rwws 
about  Christ's  gift  ofsalvation. 

Although  Psalm  51  directly 
relates  to  David's  great  sin,  an 
unbeliever  can  find  salvation 


England 


because  David  admitted 
his  willful  transgression 
of  God's  moral  laws. 
After  having  committed 
adultery  with  Bathsheba, 
he  same  even  lower  by 
arranging  the  death  of  her 
husband  Uriah.  When 
David,  "a  man  after 
God's  own  heart,"  finally 
■  realized  that  the  lust  of 

his  eyes  and  heart  was 
controlling  his  life,  he  sincerely 
fell  to  his  knees  in  repentance 
and  cried  out  for  cleansing.  He 
pleaded  no  excuse,  admitting 
sinfulness  even  from  birth. 

The  Cleansing  From  Sin 
(Ps.  51:3-6).  David  mentioned 
hyssop  because  it  was  used  in 
both  the  ceremonial  cleansing 


made  to  repay  fourfold.  Nathan 
replied,  "Thv  art  the  man"  (2  Sam. 
12:7).  David  felt  instant  remorse, 
shame,  and  guilt. 

The  Cry  For  Forgiveness 
(Ps.  51:1-2).  "Me"  ana  "mine" 
appear  repeatedly  in  this  Psalm 


Explore  the  Bible 

Understanding  church  roles 

I  Corinthians  12:12-31a 


By  Jason  Bird _ 

The  church  is  unlike  any 
other  organization  on  this 
earth.  It  is  not  a  civic  or  social 
club.  Though  it  should  help 
many  people,  it  is  not  a  charity. 
Thougn  it  educates  people  for 
obedience  to  God,  it  is  not  a 
school.  The  church  is  a  living, 
spiritual  organism,  uniquely 
put  together  by  God.  Each 
member  of  the  church  is  an 
important  part  of  this  body,  put 
there  through  the  wisdom  and 
sovereignty  of  God  and  given 
spiritual  gifts  to  help  the 
church  accomplish  its  mission. 
In  the  opening  verses  of  chap¬ 
ter  12,  Paul  describes  how  the 
Holy  Spirit  gives  each  person 
gifts  for  the  common  good  of 


the  church.  In  the  pas¬ 
sage  we  study  today, 
he  explains  how  those  Bii 
gifts  are  integrated 
into  one  body  that  glorifies  the 
Lord. 

One  Body,  Many  Parts 
(12:12-14).  This  passage  begins 
with  a  stated  principle:  the 
body  is  a  unit.  Our  physical 
bodies  are  made  of  thousands 
of  different  parts.  Yet,  when 
placed  together  by  God,  those 
parts  make  up  only  one,  single 
person.  In  the  same  way,  Goa's 
church  is  comprised  of  many 
different  people,  each  with 
their  own  unique  personalities 
and  gifts.  Through  Jesus,  these 
people  comprise  one  body,  his 
church. 

No  Part  Is  Unnecessary 


blood  on  the  door  frame  at 
Passover.  Both  picture  the 
atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ.  The 
blood  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  the 
only  means  for  cleansing  sins. 
We,  like  David,  must  confess 
our  sins,  repent  of  them,  and 

(12:15-17).  After  stating 
the  principle  of  the  unity 
of  the  Body  of  Christ, 
Paul  describes  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  the  individual 
components.  Paul  states 
it  would  be  ridiculous  to 
think  of  a  person  made 
entirely  of  only  one 
body  part.  Many  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  our  physical 
bodies  each  performing 
its  own  function  are  necessary 
for  life.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
church. 

The  church  needs  each  indi¬ 
vidual  in  its  body  of  believers. 
The  church  may  function  with¬ 
out  the  active  participation  of 
all  members,  but  it  will  not 
function  as  well.  Members 
should  never  underestimate 
their  part  in  helping  the  church 
spread  the  gospel  and  glorify 
God.  That  truth  should  encour¬ 
age  believers  to  discover,  devel¬ 
op,  and  use  their  God-given 
spiritual  gifts. 

Each  Part  Is  Placed  By  God 
(12:18-20).  Churches  should 


own  initiative.  God  called 
Aaron,  the  first  high  priest;  he 
also  called  Christ  to  serve  as  our 
high  priest.  The  writer  of 
Hebrews  employs  Psalm  2:7, 
the  so-called  adoption  formula, 
to  indicate  that  Jesus  was  in  a 
special  relationship  with  the 
Father.  To  this  special  relation¬ 
ship  the  writer  also  adds  Psalm 
110:4  to  indicate  that  Jesus 
serves  as  high  priest.  Thus,  we 
have  a  high  priest  who  experi¬ 
ences  a  special  relationship 
with  God.  Further  support  of 
the  uniqueness  of  this  High 
Priest  is  the  phrase  "according 
to  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
Students  of  Genesis  will 
remember  that  Melchizedek 
appeared  to  Abraham  upon  his 
return  from  delivering  Lot.  He 
appears  suddenly  with  no  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  genealogy  or  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God's  people.  He  is 
both  King  of  Salem  ana  priest  of 
God  Most  High  (Gen.  14:17-20). 
Abraham  paid  tithes  to 
Melchizedek.  The  writer  of 


acknowledge  our  need  of  God's 
mercy  and  grace.  Our  repen¬ 
tance  must  oe  so  sincere  that 
we  run  from  sin.  In  David's 
case,  Nathan  looked  at  the 
repentant,  sobbing  king,  and 
said,  "The  Lord  also  hath  put 
away  thy  sin."  (2  Sam.  12:13). 

Tne  Creation  Of  A  New 
Heart  (Ps.  51:7-12).  By  repen¬ 
tance,  David,  the  great  sinner, 
became  David  the  great  saint. 
Forgiven  of  his  sins,  he  prayed 
for  a  closer  walk  with  God,  the 
comforts  of  a  clean  conscience, 
and  the  strength  to  withstand 
Satan's  snares.  David  wisely  rec¬ 
ognized  that  only  God  could 
restore  and  sustain  his  former  joy. 

The  Counsel  To  Others  (Ps. 
51:13-15).  Following  his  confes¬ 
sion  and  restoration,  he 
resolved  to  teach  others  about  "1 
the  tender  mercies  of  God.  We 
should  do  likewise. 

Every  human  sins  by  nature. 
Until  he  recognizes  himself  as  a 
sinner  with  nothing  to  offer  God 
but  "filthy  rags,"  he  deserves 

remember  that  God  is  the  one 
who  will  build  his  church. 
Individual  members  should  not 
compete  with  each  other  for 
position  of  leadership  or  more 
visible  spiritual  gifts;  nor 
should  local  congregations 
compete  with  other  congrega¬ 
tions  for  highest  attendance  or 
the  biggest  buildings.  When 
individual  believers  and  con¬ 
gregations  primarily  use  their 
gifts  to  glorify  God,  then  he  can 
arrange  the  members  of  his 
body  to  accomplish  what  he 
desires. 

No  Part  Is  Self  Sufficient 
(12:21-26).  In  saying  that  all 

Parts  of  the  body  are  necessary, 
aul  indicates  that  no  one 
should  underestimate  their 
importance  to  the  church.  Here 
he  states  that  no  one  should  go 
to  the  other  extreme  and  over¬ 
estimate  their  importance  to 
the  church  either. 

Understanding  our  interde¬ 
pendence,  members  should 
remain  more  aware  of  those 
around  them.  In  the  body,  each 


Hebrews  views  took  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  Melchizedek  as  a  type  of 
Christ  (Heb.  7:1-28).  Thus,  like 
Melchizedek,  Jesus  was  superi¬ 
or  to  Abraham  (7:6-7). 
Additionally,  Jesus'  priesthood 
was  perpetual  like  that  of 
Melchizeaek  and  in  contrast  to 
the  priesthood  of  Aaron. 

The  Sacrificial  High  Priest 
(5:7-10).  The  honor  bestowed 
upon  Jesus  as  our  perpetual 
high  priest  did  not  come  with¬ 
out  great  cost.  "He  learned  obe¬ 
dience  from  the  things  which  he 
suffered"  (5:8).  His  sacrificial 
death  made  him  the  perfect  high 
priest  through  whom  sinful  peo¬ 
ple  gain  access  to  eternal  salva¬ 
tion  (5:9).  He  is  God's  ultimate 
high  and  eternal  high  priest.  We 
never  read  of  tne  end  of 
Melchizedek's  life  (7:3),  neither 
will  we  read  of  the  end  of  Jesus' 

S’  '  h  priesthood.  God  has  estab- 
ea  him  forever.  God's  rest 
comes  through  Jesus. 

VanHom  is  pastor,  First 
Church  Columbia. 


nothing  less  than  eternal  damna¬ 
tion.  However,  God's  tender 
mercy  grants  lost  sinners  unde¬ 
served  forgiveness.  God  loves  us 
so  much  that  he  sent  his  only 
beloved  son  to  die  on  a  cross  for 
our  sins  collectively,  but  for  yours 
and  mine  individually.  He  blot¬ 
ted  our  sin  record  white  as  snow 
Like  the  Gospel  song  says,  "Jesu^ 
paid  it  all;  all  to  him  I  owe." 

No  human  effort  can  save  a 
soul;  no  amount  of  money  can 
purchase  salvation:  Salvation  is 
oy  grace  through  faith.  "It  is  the 
gift  of  God,  not  of  works,  lest 
any  man  boast  (Eph.  2:8-9). 
Based  on  his  experience,  David's 
lips  proclaimed  the  desire  of 
God:  He  doesn't  want  our  sacri¬ 
fices,  but  the  obedience  of  a  con¬ 
trite  heart  one  broken,  humbled, 
and  mourning  because  of  sin. 
Using  David's  lead,  all  cleansed 
saints  should  work  for  God's 
glory  not  for  salvation,  but 
because  of  salvation. 

England  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 

part  is  equally  important  —  the 
silent  prayer  warrior  as  vital  to 
the  work  of  the  church  as  the 
pastor  who  proclaims  the  mes¬ 
sage.  Each  one  needs  the  other. 
That  is  why  he  states,"if  one 
part  suffers,  every  part  suffers 
with  it;  if  one  part  is  honored, 
every  part  rejoices  with  it." 

Every  Believer  Is  A  Part  Of 
The  Body  (12:27-31).  Every 
believer  is  a  part  of  the  church. 
Upon  becoming  a  Christian, 
they  join  the  "called-out  ones." 
God  decides  who  receives  spe¬ 
cific  gifts  within  the  church.  A 
believer  should  not  desire  or 
seek  the  gifts  given  to  another. 
Instead,  ne  should  faithfully 
use  the  gift  God  has  given  him 
to  glorify  God. 

When  believers  understand 
their  role  in  the  church  they  are 
better  prepared  for  God's  pur- 

Kose.  Each  believer  is  essential, 
as  been  given  a  gift,  and  must 
prepare  himself  to  use  that  gift 
for  God's  glory. 

Bird  is  pastor,  15th  Avenue 
Church,  Meridian. 


"Doing  that  as  a  teenager  came  upon  John  20:29,  "Blessed 
is  very  difficult,"  she  said.  "It  are  they  who  did  not  see,  and 
)k  a  lot  of  courage,  but  I'm  yet  believed." 
id  I  did  because  Jesus  is  the  "God  made  me  feel  want- 
y  to  my  success.  He  has  ed,"  she  recounted.  "He  said, 
lped  me  to  overcome  so  'You  are  my  child  just  like  any- 
my  obstacles,  to  achieve  body  else.  It's  just  that  I  have  a 
id's  dream  for  me."  different  plan  for  each  of  you.' 

Growing  up  in  the  hearing  "That's  why  I  chose  the  title 
>rld,  Whitestone  said,  she  for  my  book,"  she  said, 
metimes  felt  left  out  of  family  "Everybody  has  different 
rtversations  at  holidays.  At  dreams  given  by  God.  It  is  their 
»  same  time,  when  she  responsibility  to  listen  to  God's 
tered  a  "Miss  Deaf  Alabama"  voice  because  only  God  knows 
mpetition,  other  contestants  what  is  best  for  all  of  us." 
ticized  her  for  using  her  Whitestone  said  after  gain- 
ice  instead  of  American  Sign  ing  the  Miss  America  title,  she 
nguage.  realized  that  success  is  not  easy. 

To  make  matters  worse,  she  "Once  you  become  success- 
d  learned  Signing  Exact  ful,  you  have  a  greater  respon- 
iglish,  a  more  advanced  sibility  to  be  a  role  model, 
cabulary  and  totally  different  People  are  looking  up  to  you, 
>m  American  Sign  Language,  ana  the  devil  is  trying  to 
"That  discouraged  me  a  destroy  your  success, 
eat  deal,"  she  said.  "I  went  "The  devil  doesn't  want  peo- 
me  and  I  said  to  God,  'Who  pie  to  know  it  is  the  Lord  who 
1 1?  I  do  not  feel  I  am  a  part  of  helps  you  to  be  successful." 
e  hearing  world,  but  the  deaf  Today  Whitestone  is  married 
nrld  says  I  am  not  part  of  to  John  McCallum  and  lives  in 
em  either.'"  Atlanta,  where  they  are  mem- 

While  reading  the  Bible  she  bers  of  First  Church. 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
A  former  Miss  America  who 
considers  her  deafness  "a  gift 
from  God"  told  employees  of 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  we  all  have  the  same 
handicap." 

Speaking  to  a  packed  chapel 
service  June  27  in  Nashville, 


EVERLASTING  LIFE 


God  intends 
V  for  all  his  children  to 
*  live  with  him  forever, 
but  the  road  to  everlasting  life 
is  blocked.  To  find  that  road 
you  must: 


Whitestone 


Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

Cod  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  Jesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


Leadership  is  a  noble  calling,  author  teaches 

GREENVILLE,  Ill.  (BP) 


Lessons  of  Jesus,  Vol.  1"  —  will  be  released  On  the  other  hand,  he  said  Christians 
in  September.  Briner  worked  with  Ray  did  not  seek  leadership  roles  when  televi- 
Pritchard,  pastor  of  Calvary  Memorial  sion  emerged  as  a  new  medium. 

Church,  Oak  Park,  Ill.,  as  co-author.  "I  could  go  for  weeks  in  television  and 

"We  haven't  done  a  very  good  job  of  never  find,  not  just  another  Christian,  but 
strategically  placing  the  gospel  in  leadership  even  anybody  who  had  a  sympathetic  atti- 
areas,  Briner  said.  "Producing  godly  CEOs  tude  to  the  gospel,"  Briner  said, 
or  godly  secretaries  of  state  is  really  expen-  "We  need  to  get  people  who  are  compe- 
sive.  I'm  not  talking  just  in  terms  of  dollars,  tent  and  committed  and  classy  to  be  in  the 
but  the  kind  of  commitment  that  it  takes  areas  where  programming  decisions  are 
both  for  the  would-be  leader  and  the  institu-  made,  where  it's  determined  what  kind  of 
tion  that's  committed  to  developing  them."  message  is  going  to  spill  out  into  93  million 
Leadership  is  a  noble  calling,  briner  insist-  homes  every  week." 
ed.  Some  Christians  have  "shied  away  from  If  asked  by  a  grandchild  what  he  did 
aspiring  to  leadership"  out  of  a  false  sense  of  with  his  time  in  his  later  years,  Briner  said, 
humility,  equating  leadership  with  self-pro-  "I  didn't  want  to  have  to  tell  him,  'Well,  I 

motion.  made  a  shoe  deal  for  Michael  Jordan'  or  'I 

A  call  to  leadership  must  be  accompanied  got  the  NCAA  Final  Four  into  three  other 
by  a  commitment  to  excellence,  he  said.  For  countries'  or  'I  put  another  tennis  event  on 
that  reason,  he  shows  the  film,  "My  Fair  television.' 

Lady,"  to  college  students  he  is  disapling,  "I  wanted  to  tell  him  that  at  least  to  the 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  looking  your  best  of  my  limited  ability  I  have  tried  to 
best,  speaking  well,  and  learning  to  be  com-  make  some  difference  for  eternity  and  tried 
fortabie  in  executive  board  rooms.  to  be  obedient  to  what  I  thought  Jesus  was 

"We  need  to  think  about  those  things,  telling  me  to  do. 
not  in  a  superficial  sense,  but  for  the  sake  "Tne  obligation  is  really  strong  to  make 
of  the  gospel,"  Briner  said.  my  life  count  for  the  kingdom.  I  enjoy  life. 

In  his  book,  Briner  addresses  52  pas¬ 
sages  from  the  gospel  of  Mark,  each  m  a 
short  chapter.  Tne  book  is  designed  for 
individual  or  group  study  for  Christians 
desiring  to  grow  as  leaders. 

"I  hope  that  we'll  get  parents,  pastors. 


Bob  Briner 
has  won  Emmys,  Golden  Eagles,  and 
Freedom  Foundation  awards  for  nis  sports 
specials,  tournaments,  and  documentaries. 

He  once  served  as  promotions  director 
for  the  Miami  Dolphins  professional  foot¬ 
ball  team  and  later  co-founded  World 
Championship  Tennis  and  the  Association 
of  Tennis  Professionals. 

He  produced  "Dravecky  —  A  Story  of 
Courage  and  Grace,"  recognized  as  the 
1993  Evangelical  Film  of  the  Year. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


the  time, 
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our  Christian  colleges  and  Christians  in 
In  1997,  Briner 's  priorities  center  in  secular  colleges  to  think  about  the  whole 
Greenville,  Ill.,  where  he  disciples  20  male  area  of  leadership  and  to  see  leadership 
and  female  student  athletes  each  semester  positions  as  a  mission  field,"  Briner  said, 
at  his  alma  mater,  Greenville  College.  He  He  cited  positive  and  negative  examples 
also  spends  countless  hours  in  the  library  of  Christian  leadership  at  work, 
writing  books  that  communicate  his  central  "The  church  didn't  abandon  sports,"  he 
message  —  Jesus  is  relevant  for  all  of  life.  said.  "For  whatever  reasons  we  were  there 
The  author  of  "Roaring  Lambs"  and  and  showed  up,  and  now  the  gospel  has  a 
"Lambs  Among  Wolves"  published  in  1993  tremendous  acceptance  all  throughout 
and  1995,  Briner  signed  a  contract  in  1996  sports  and  from  the  major  leagues  down  to 
with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's  tne  little  league. 

Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers  (B&H)  to  "We've  done  a  good  job  of  ministering 
produce  five  books.  He  chose  B&H,  he  to,  discipling  athletes  and  their  wives, 
said,  because  they  "had  the  best  idea  of  the  Briner  continued.  "Now  we  need  to  figure 
ministry  and  business  combination,  how  to  out  how  to  get  the  really  committed, 
be  the  best  steward  of  the  writing."  mature  Christians  in  sports  out  into  the 

His  first  B&H  book  —  "The  Leadership  marketplace  more." 


Briner 


IJA  MKF  TAQOF  Jl  TJL  MKQM 
PANETFMK  UQXBQMNJE  KQMK 
QWWFQAFL  MJ  QXX  SFE. 

MNMCU  MHJ:  FXFBFE 
Clue:  S  equals  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your 
Bible  knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  Eleven  Twenty-six. 
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